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\Cunretian Reaper, -, 


happy, ſaith one, 


nal. Then waft thou fooliſh both before and fince thy mrs, 
4. Me male 


riage. Uſe it well, it all add to thine 
bitter ſauce ö Thou A 
in Matrimony nat after G od's direction, hut the rules (er 
ed rules they be) of thine own lufts, 
had never married / O that were unmarried f For 
6 92 e, 
married to an ill . that old 
1 and art fr warm ba Boo 2 Þ 
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ARRI1AGz hath ſcarce more that ufe it, than. that ar- 
cuſe it. Mo men enter into this eftate, and berng 


and then ſayeſt, Oh tlas 7 


* 


* 


975 things I commend to thine underſtanding, to thy life, 


| | [ iv ] | | | 
"bad off-ſpring thereof, Hence are thy woes; not thy [ 
huſband, not thy wife, but thy pride, thy paſſion, cauſe al! 
this annoyance, all this diſcontentment. 

1 labour, in th's little treatiſe, to plead the cauſe of Mar- 
riage; not fo muck in ſpeech, as in deed, by directing the 
married to the knowledge and pratlice their duties, which 
" would mend all. Theſe what man or woman endeavour 
to follow, if they prove not marriage a ſolace to their ſouls, 
| and a refreſhing to their other griefs, let me never but 


* 


Uſe them, and then ſay how thou Jpeedeft. I int 
at firſt for a few, and now communicate them to many. It 


is no uncharitable (1 am ſure) I hope, no unprofitable deed, 
I defere that thou ſhouldeft make ſome uſe of them, therefore 
I make them public: Tf not, be ignorant, and complain ftul, 
I mean them. not to the learned, 2 
rections for themſelves ; but to thoſe whoſe place is not too 
ood to learn of the meaneft teacher, even unto men of the ſame 
rank, as they for the moſt part were, to whom ¶ ſpake them. 
If this work profit, IT am glad, then I know it ſhall pleaſe, 
However, thou 2 * it, 1 0 and better ſhouldft have had, if | 
any better, So 1 commend thee to the 
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Thine in the Lord. 
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DIR E CT IONS 


"MARRIED PERSONS. 


I heads, for the better help of mine own and your 


the bond, the breach of the latter only diſturbs- 
void if thoſe. be obſerved: (notwithſtanding other 


' - the. communicating of themſelves each 
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nr . 
 Shewing the firſt principal duty of the married, viz. 
| Chaſtiy. r ee. 


— . a , 


Mus r rank theſe duties under their ſeveral* 
memories. They are all of two forts ;. ſome prin- 3 
Cipal,. and-ſome lefs principal: The principal I tem 
thoſe which are of the very eſſence of Matrimony ;- 9 
the lefs principal, thoſe which are neceſſary to its 
well-being. The breach of the former diſſolveth 


the; ſocicty;; if thoſe be violated, the obligation is- 
imperfeftions) the bond remaineth entire, though 


= 


not without à world of unhappineſs, Theſe main: 


duties are only two; chuſtity | due benevolence. - The . 
reſtraining of- themſelves from all other potions | and: 


mina 5 other. For 
the firſt: of theſe two : the covenant that paſſeth be- 
—— voke- fello ws, doh make it uiterij unlawful 


* 2 - 


them upon any. occaſion, at any time, (whilſtthe 


r. This duty is ſo manifeſt, that no man | 


n in force) to give theix bodies to 
188 4 
ane The liy of God, the 
bes $71 | F 13 


ed 
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| 4-8). | 
law of nature, the laws of all well-ordered ſocieties, 
do enjoin it. It is written in every man's breaſt, and 
none can chuſe, but read it in his own conſcience, if 
long continuance in wilful ſinning, have not put his 
eyes quite out, This fin doth untie the knot of mar- 
riagèe, aud annihilate the convenant firſt made; - ſo 
that the party wronged, is free from the law of his 
huſband or wife, and at his or her own choice, whe- 
ther he or ſhe will accept again of ſuch a perfidious 
yoke-fellow: for our Saviour himſelf, that utterly ' * 
diſalloweth other divorces, doth yet allow divorce, 
- in caſe of adultery. But if it be demanded, whether 
the party wronged, may lawfully admit the wrong- 
doer again, after the offence known? I anfwer, that 
in faſe the offenders (having been overtaken through 
_ temptation, or perhaps having MII e of- 
ſended) ſhall, by apparent ſigns, make known their 
true deſign of amendment, and purpoſe of reforma- 
tion, then it is very convenient, that this offence alſo 
be pardoned by the yoke-fellow. For the greateſt 
Jove, ſhould bury the greateſt wrongs, ſo far as God 
|  FJorbiddeth not to bury them: And we read not of 
any commandment, enjoining the wronged perſon 
to make-a final ſeparation.” But if the delinquent per- 
ſiſt in his tranſgreſſion, and declare himſelf to be a 
pPerſon irreformable, then the party wronged, ts 
Br, end in conſcience, if he can convict it, as to com- 
| 7-4 5-29 of the fin; ſo to withdraw himſelf from the fin-. 
What married perſons ought to live chaftlyin F 7 
88d Wege, all will yield; only ſome ma 7 | 
ad weakneſs ind fay, that they would, 'but are 
t able. To whom I ſay, if indeed they be willing, 
it ſhall not be hard to get power. No Directions can 
reform the wiiful Gnner ; but to him that defireth 
not to lin, a way may be ſhewed of attaining his de- 
ie i and chaſtity may be, gotten, if men Wilk care-⸗ \ 
fully laboug for it. And or an introduction unto. I © 
thoſe direłtions, which we have to give iu this point, 
let this one thing be obſerv'd ; that there are fone. 
men and women that bring their bodies undefiled 
unto marriage. To.theſe it will prove mote ciſy to 
remain pure in it. Others have polluted were. 
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find, that marriage will more hardly make them ho- 


ſweet meat from tainting, but cannot reſtore tainted 
meat to its former ſweetneſs, Wherefore thoſe that 
have been ſtained with uncleanneſs before, muſt 


* 
ttt 


- haviour, elſe marriage will never prevail to contain 
1 meir deſues within compaſs. But now to the mat- 

+ ter we were about to ſpeak of: a man that hath ei- 
"ther come clean unto marriage, orelfe unfeignedly 


ened againſt adultery, by the practice of theſe things 
following: Firſt, a conſtant and conſcientious care 

of performing private religious exerciſes (viz, yeadin 
praying, meditating, and the like) will fo purify the 
Ko, that by means of them, a Chriſtian man ſhall 
become conqueror over thoſe fins which ſeem moſt 
unconquerable, whilſt a man is negligent in them, if 
he does not omit them altogether. Prayer and medi- 
tation will breed wiſdom ; and wiſdom entring into 
: the ſoul, will preſerve a man from the waned that 
geſted 


* 


flatters with her lips. The word of God, 

by prayer and meditation, will be as afword-1n the 
hand of a valiant man, to cut off the neck of theſe 
luſts, as faſt as they make head againſt the ſoul. E,. 


think, of thoſe portions of ſcripture, that conde mn, 
k diſgrace, threaten this ſin, and muſt often andiferi- 


 oully muſe of the dangerouſneſs of it, and make his 
peculiar petitions to God, for power againſt it; and 


himſelf ſooneſt wounded, he ſhall be fure to eſcape 

.- Secondly, Painfulnefs in one's calling, muſt divert 
the mind from all inflaming fancies, and find the 
- foul and body both: ſo much. employment; in things 
of a lawful and uſe ful nature, that there may be no 
leiſure fot ſuch unlawful conceits. It, is certain, an 
idle perſon, if occaſion, and his bodily conſtitution 
ſerve, will at laſt prove adulterous; but the diligent 
„and, joined with: hearty prayer to * pre- 
823 4 2 rve 
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oy 
'before their entrance into this eſtate ; and theſe ſhalt 
neſt: for marriage is like falt, that will preferve 


- heartily bewail before God, their former-lewd be- 


repented of his former uncleanneſs, ſhall be ftrength- 


pecially, a man given to this fin, muſt often read and 


thus arming himſelf moſt ſtrongly, where he finds 


bee endenden and undefl lei. 
Wherefore let every man, that — to be free 
from this offence, ſhun idleneſs, and embrace buſi- 
: neſs: let him chuſe a calling wherein to walk, and 
- give diligent attendance upon his calling; let his 
hand or head, or both, be ſtill ſet at work in ſome - 
thing chat belongs to .his- vocation; and when his 
calling (I mean his particular calling) ceaſeth to re | 
uire, or need his preſence, let the works of his ge- 
- neral ealling (eſpecially thoſe acts of religion former- 
be + mentioned) take up his mind and thoughts, ſo 
all he be ſure to ſave himſelf from the danger of 
Abe, Teraperance in diet mult be called 
„ Thirdby, I ce in diet mu called in to 
the aid of chal It is eaſy to put out the fire by | 
| «withdrawing fuel, at leaſt. to keep:the flame within 
the chimney. When the blood and rang oe are in- 
flamed: with meat and drink, not only the body is 
apter to entertain the i — of luſt, but the 


ſoul alſo is unable to conſi ood: thing that 
ſnould repel ſuch motions : — a body ke t from 


fulneſa, yields itſelf to the ſoul with more eaſe. Let 
him,; therefore, be dul y fparing i in his food, — * 
ſireth to be chaſte in his marriage. 
Fourthly, He that would be free from a 
muſt ſnhun the corner of the harlot's houſe, and not 
come near the place (if he can chuſe) where ſuch: 
an one dwelleth, as might cauſe him to offend: He 
muſt reſolutely. debar himſelf the ſociety of ſuch, and 
keep himſelf from places, times, companies: that may 
licit; and to that end he muſt reſiſt by prayer, the 
firſt motions of this wickedneſs.; When 7 had 
ſaid, that he was void of underſtanding that did 
commit adulteryz. he adds further, he ſhall not he 
inuocent that toueheth hen Dalliance will breed 
whoredom unavoidabhy; and unſeaſonable company 
and place, will almpſt: enforce to dalliance. Whert- 
ore a man muſt preſerve his innoceney from. che graſa 
Act of evil, by ſhunning all wanner of dallyings ard 
that he may keep himſelf from touching her; he muſt; 
nee from her, and be far away from the pit ſide that 
een him. r with all dili- 
I 4344 1 | gence, 
4 2 
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| (9) 
gence, all opportunities of this wickedneſs; eſpecially 
un (as a rock) the company of a perſon apt to 
tempt, or be tempted; and conſider, that even cold 
water will become hot, if it be ſet too near the fire. 
And theſe directions are ſuch, as agree to all equally, 
married and unmarried. 
There remaineth another help, peculiar to the 
| married perſons; and that is, the due and lawful en- 
joyment of marriage. The ordinances of God fail 
not to effect the things for which he appointed them, 
if our abuſe of them do not hinder their efficacy. | 
Now God hath ordained matrimony to prevent 4 
whoredom. Wherefore let marriage be uſed as it 
- ought, and the married ſhall not miſs of this effect 
thereof, And of chaſtity, one chief duty of the mar- 
Tied, ſo much. Let us go forward to the ſecond, 
- which is due benevolence; intreating you to take 
notice, that what ſhall be there ſpoken, will be ex- 
ceeding helpful to this firſt duty alſo. We muſt 
teach you the lawful fruition of marriage, that you 
may attain to purity, one ſpecial end of marriage. 


2 Sana ; 
Treating of the ſecond principal duty of the married, Doe 


volence. : 


the HE. Married are bound in conſcience to afford 
had. | © to each other a mutual enjoyment of. each o- 
did | - ther, according as either of their needs ſhall require. 
t be: The ſcripture is as plain this way as may be, Let the 
ted | man give unto the wife due benevolence, and alſo the wife un- 
any: | #2 the huſband. The word ſigni fieth mndebted benevolence. 
re. II is a debt, you hear, and all debts muſt be paid 


when they be required. Thoſe whom God hath joined 
({aith our Saviour) let na man put aſunder. And again, 
Man ſhall cleave to his wife, and they twain ſhall he one 
fleſh. And again the apoſtle, Let them not defraud 
each other. And yet again, The wife hath not power over 
—— ; her 


Apt 


(to) "= 
her own body, but the Nu ; neither. hath the huſband Wan 
- , power over ſus own body, the wife, It is not in the gr, 
power of either of them, whether or no they will e 
ive each with other: but they are bound in con- 2 
I ſcience to do it, and cannot without grievous fin de- 0 kf 
ny it. Marriage is fruſtrate, if this duty be not per- Þ 
formed, and the ordinance of God made void, un- 1 
E leſs thoſe that live in it carry themſelves according 
 ——_ to his appointment this way. I deny not but that 
X there may be a time of ſeparation for ſome good ſpace 
together, either for the publick ſervice of the coun- 
try, or for needful private affairs, ſo that it be with 
conſent and upon good grounds: but it is not lawful 
for a man or a woman to leave each other, totally or 
finally, with a mind of not returning again to the fort 
former ſocietx. r 
3 F But let us conſider a little, what rules they muſt and 
follow in this their ſociety. Four things muſt be re- mati 
F  , -gardedaboutit, viz. that it be ſanctified, ſeaſonable, ¶eith. 
 _ _ temperate, and willing. 155 . 
Firſt and chiefly the ſociety of the married muſt | torn 
be ſanctified, that is, made holy and lawful unto © | Were 
mem by the word of God and prayer, They muſt be or p 
h informed by the ſcriptures of the lawfulneſwof Ithe 
that their conjunction. For God hath ſaid, Let every 
man have his own wife, and let every woman have her oun: | H 
huſband, - And again, Marriage is honourable among ft all to cr 
n, und the bed undefiled. So that there wanteth riot I/ cc 
fufficient warrant, in moſt expreſs words, to autho-- Put 
riſe the confeience of any man, to take to himſelf the WE 

bene ſit of this ordinance. And beſides this due ih- Pur! 
formation of the law fulheſs of marriage, it is requi- Iinſtit 
fite that they folemnly crave the goqd leave of God, t 
for the enjoyment of this his ordinatice, and alſo his e 
ſpecial bleſſing upon it, not forgetting to return him bat 
icular thanks for his infinite goodneſs, in provi- ve 


= - 3 this neceſſary means of man's increaſe and com- Lea, 
4 fort. This point is not to be denied of any, that will With : 
| not deny the authority of St. Paul for he doth ex ese 


prey that marriage as well as meat anc 
E - _. .drink, is ſanQtified by prayer 5 A. 
> therefore it would be a bruitiſh profaneneſs for any 


Wo 
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* (#4) | 
an to fit down to his table, as an horſe to the man- 
ger, and cram himſelf with viands, without craving 
whe bleſſing of God firſt, and to return again thence, 
Tas a fox from his prey, without returning any praiſe 
20 the hand that gave him food and appetite: ſo it 
as likewiſe a great licentiouſneſs for married people, 
ay it were brute beaſts, carried forward with the tide 
of their unruly appetites, to come together in marri- 
| age, forgetting or neglecting to receive the Lord's 
bleſſing, and to give him due praiſes for that his ne- 
ceſſary and beneficial ordinance, Doth not every 
man's private welfare, and the publick alſo, for the 
moſt part, depend upon the ſucceſs of this ſociety : 
The hope of poſterity, the ſtay of old age, the com- 
fort of weakneſs, the ſupport of every man's houſe, 
together with the flouriſhing eſtate of every church 
and common-wealth, doth hang upon the fruit of 
matrimony : for if God ſend barrenneſs, or give 
either monſtrous or wicked children, how great is 
the diſcontent in the former caſe, the vexation and 
torment in the latter? And if many families (as it 
were ſeminaries) be either empty of plants altogether, 
or peſtered with ill plants, how ſhall the orchards of 
the church and common-wealth be ſtored with good 
wholeſome trees? Fran 
Ho then can any man efteem it more than needs, 
to crave God's blefling in a thing wherein it ſo near- 
ly concerneth him to attain it? Surely we ſhould 
but provoke his curſe againſt us, when we either for- 
get it as needleſs, or contemn it as ridiculous, to make 
pur petitions unto him, for his bleſſing on his own 
nſtitution. Yea, whereas marriage is inſtituted in 
part for the ſubduing of inordinate defires, it cannot 
de available for that purpoſe, unleſs the Lord give it 
that efficacy: and how can we expe that he ſhould 
give it, if we ſcorn to beg it, or be thankful for it? 
ea, certainly, the men that uſe marriage in a bru- 
im manner, not ſeeing God in it, nor ſanctifing it by 
heſe means unto themſelves, ſhall become thereby 
hre licentious, more ontrageous, mote luſtful, more 
* than ever they were before marriage: for 
What would-be profitable to the foul in the holy and 
* 7 A __ orderly _ 


# & 


bute of thanks for that which toucheth thee ſo | 
tians, be ſo ip good earneſt, and uſe all things chriſ- 


for the firſt rule of due benevolence, it muſt be ſanc- 
tified, without which, propagation and chaſtity, the 


bound them. Now for the ſcriptures, they do not 


of Matrimony. Now this is a certain and univer- 


ſtrength, and comfort,are the ends of food, therefore 


ſelves. They muſt nat ſtrive by words and geſtures 


40. enflame heir paſſions. Er obey x A coal, 
- But when ſuch. paſſions are of themſelves move 


* - =_ © 0 — 
nf them, that they may not be- troubleſome ts 
._  fuage them, that they may not be- troubleſome t 
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| Len. f 
orderly uſe. of it, in the abuſe will ever prove as. 
hurtful. Wherefore let no man ſcoff at a duty plain- 
ly commanded by God, but know that thou haſt no 


reaſon to expect any bleſſing from God, unleſs thou 
praye®. to God for it, and returneſt to him the tri- 


: X 3 
** » 


= 
* .- © 155 


nearly as the hope of poſterity, and him as the in- 
creaſe of his kingdom, And if you will be Chriſ- 
tianly and ſanctifiedly, and learn to know the force 
and fruit of prayer, even in all things. And ſo much. 


two chief ends thereof, will either not be attained at 
all, or not with comfort. 

It muſt further be temperate, I mean ſparing. 
Men an women are reaſonable creatures, there- 
fore-muſt remember, that God hath ordained Matri- 
mony, not for pleaſures-ſake chiefly, but for the in- 
creaſe of mankind, and not to kindle luſtful deſires, 
but to quench them. We muſt, I confeſs, take 

reat heed of laying ſnares upon mens conſciences 
in matters of this nature; and muſt be very careful, 
not to bind tbem, where God himſelf hath not 


ſet to mien any particular limits in this matter, but 
only, in general, they commend unto us ſobrie 
and. moderation, and acquaint us with the true en 


/ 


fal rule, that the quaptity of every thing muſt, as, 
near as we can, be fitted to the end. Health, and 


ſo. much muſt be eaten, and uo more, as will ſerve 
to the procuring of health, and ſtrength, and com- 
fort. The ſame rule muſt be applied io Matrimony. 
The married muſt not provoke defires for pleaſure; 

fake, but allay deſires when. they , provake them- 
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then they mult take the benefit of their eſtate to 
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| 
> married : For exceſs this way doth weaken the | 
ud ſhorten life: But a ſparing enjoyment would. 


then in the duties of reli ion, and of their callings 
"In word, marriage, muſt be uſed as ſeldom and 


things ; That altho' all things are lawful to gt] 
0 


. © any, 


- 
_ 


F + 1 nent of God's ordinances,” a for. a man id drink 
* when labour or other gcgafign- hath. nate him - 


„ 


ſparingly as may ſtand with the need of the perſons 


inflameth luſt, and difpoſeth the 


preſerye the bor, from divers diſeales in ſome con- 
$ 


itutions. Exce 


* . ſo offending io adultery. Moderation kills 
1 


ul, and is. a great furtherance to purity. Excels 
breeds ſatiety, and makes them weary of each other, 
deſirous of ſtrangers : Moderation endeareth them 
each to other, and breeds contentment in. them- 


ſelves, Exceſs difables them, without much un- 
- huictneſs, to endure ſeparation, upon jult cauſes; 


moderation makes it ealy to abſtain whey need re- 


8 To conclude, exceſs hinders procreation;z 


moderateneſs is an belp to frunfulneſs, Where- 


fore the former general rule muſt be carefully ob- 


ferved, and the viarried muſt no oſtener come 


ther, than for the extinguiſhing. of this paſſion in- 
gate in the body, when it would otherwiſe be: 


ome troubleſome to them. If imagination and cor- 


ruption provoke deſires, the body not needingnor in- 
forcing them, not marriage, but prayer and humilia- 
tion muſt heal this diſcaſs ; but when the motions 
© ariſe from the bodily temper or fulneſs, the marriage 5 
bed was ordained for a remedy, ' Here the x 


is great need of chriſtian prudence ;. That they who. | ii 


firive for- the maſtery, way be temperate in all 


yet they may not be brought under the power 


12 "they tend to unrulineſs ; this is a oy 
twixt yoke-ellows, and this is the temperate e- 


thirſty. Now the Hanctifed uſe of marriage, will 
alſo procure it to be temperate ; hut the fe 
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. their ſociety holy by prayer and thaovkſgivings. - 
. "this — 54 ins e third rule e 
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t to ſatisfy the natural defires when inns, -- 


fail 
to exceed their bounds, that regard not to- make, 
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mer, are yet of ſo — 3 that wich- 
dne mem Matrimony” elſe bur the 
mother of unſtafonable xeſe are like · 
wie of two ſorts, —— me pro- 
— Een ET 
ome in of chemſelves, ſome tir rega 
of their families: Now the covertarit of matfirhon v4 
doth'bind thoſe: ee. it unto all theſe; 
ties, as well as to the kortner, but not under the 
ſofeiture"ss it wette. Failing in them doch 
God's comiandment 'vety”: much, -bat* it Jerk e 
break the” bond of matri At forfeireth Uteir 
mutual ; edmifort und 1 5 it doch n 


_ forfeit Uieir mural and *Fower eich U- 


ters des. Thfeed ſuch is nitericy "4M 
— | Miat —— vans WER to Prüfe 
Bberty'wh Gd digi- imt notie àt 
ant} been ate ußt 10 think, Wat mee ts 
kuuſe not to entre: tHe burden of living Wit en 
fees as hive no rare d perform ene 
ar fall be napred. But it · is 2 ing \ 
to'atcootit fourſtlvel freed f. r du 
n e wd BY 
_&&b{3- the Ueſites of our n henfts, aA End tie : 
Veste fill bound to our yk e-fellows for All ther 
hard unge in 'otber things, To long as in the aid 
4A Matters e be hot Wronge Thou Art o Whit let 
| — bob of Lotte un huſband” or wife, becauſe 
e'fettow is \ltierly 'catctefs'of fiich duties 
Martied. - Arm thyſelf thetEfore with!) ene. 
bear the Hunt of nem 1 . 
not to make thy fel? fl conceited of ety, bes 


ue chan dot not > 
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mand thee to perform to any perſon as a man or a 


Chiiſtian, that it binds thee to perform unto thy 


yoke-fellow much more, plentifully aud diligently ; 
And yet this alſo muſt be marked; that in theſe mu · 
tual Caries, the buſband-is bound to be more abun- 
dant and careful, becauſe his place is more excel - 


lent, Theſe common duties look in part to them- 


ſelves, in part unto their families. That they joint- 
ly owe to themſelves, comes all to two heads, love, 
and the chief effects of love. For love firſt, .their- 
Hearts muſt be united as well as their bodies, elſe 
their union will prove more troubleſome than can be 
imagined. Love is the life aud foul of marriage, 
without which, it differs as much from itſelf, as a 
carcaſe from a living body; yea verily, ĩt · is a moſt 
uncomfortable qe and no better than a liv- 


® death. Thie all thing cafy ; the want 
5 of it makes all things hard. e 


Love s and 
veetens all eſtates; love compoleth all contro- 
1 all ations; it is, in a word, t ing of the heart, 
E | Fe : | what it mould be, viz a plesfing combination of 
= two perſons into one home, one purſe, one heart, 
” { andonefleſh. on inks are neceſſary abuut this 
= = pint : Firſt, to ſhe w wha! 19 this love muſt 
= - ty next, to ſhew by what means it may be at- 
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theſe two properties with, and above many other : 


. of God, the. only fure foundation of it. 
Th 
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God of Heaven, the maker of afteQians, muſt. 
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_ | alſo be their commander; from whom we have re- 
ceived the power of loving, from him we muſt alſo 

bd La "4 x” | R receive 
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. Verſies; love over ruleth all ke bows it ſquareth 


which, in whom it prevaileth, to them marriage is 


[ (noch, Now the love of man and wiſe muſt have 
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married poem bound to perform each to other” 
in a far higher degree; for the nearer band of Ma» 8 
trimony is ſo far from weakening, that it adds forces 
to the more general bonds of humanity and religions - 
So that what the law of love and: piety doth com- 


| 1rmuſt be ſpiritual in ts ground, and in its work= = * 
ing. Love muſt be built principally upon the com- 
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Een); 
cured only by theſe motives. But if thou love 
wife or huſband, becauſe God hath fo bidden eg | 
| the maker of all things hath en it, then ſhalt* I 
thou find thy love eonſtant perpetual, as God 
7 9 ms for ever the ſame. = oo ' I 
Noe nowledge of this property love, e 
un mu de — — upon the-rock of God's 9H 

-_ — __ commandment, doth meet with alt ons, which il 
wan perhaps will make againſt it i in their owrcafes > If 
| dor who (hid fome huſband) can love fuch-a wife? | 
* And what Wife can affect fuck an huſband (ſaitly 
| 1 1 anfwer you beth : that "hu 
mat bath learnt te give God's word a fovereignty in 
His heart, that hath made reaſon, reftified ferip- 
dure, the guide of his affeQions, that hath f 
Fa as ons to his judgment, and his j ent to his 
hz "and hath learnt to think it the crea- . 
= tres follow the creator's will in all things, ſeem * 

"i 


ey otherwiſe never” ſo much zinſt- reaſon: in 2 
Woch thatman that hath his a ritual, can 
ys bei them even on ſuch a wife g and ſo ſhall that 
dees d ren impoſlible to coutinus ber love 
1 . e — 
= 1 as the 1 
miſt be ſpiritual, ſo muſt alſo r 
It muſt on ö 
it n une 
Wings with alt readi the {the bee 
ball goods) maybe eta Their s muſt 
Þ1 them, do endea vo after the eternal wel- 
| each of other; and to labour wat they + 
may with more caſc and aſſuranee atini everlaſting * + 
- © _ Balvation*t for that love which hath 7 wes : X p 
* 
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_ than preſent wealth, pense and happineſs, 

1 Wer renaredeg ceo naturaFand acarnal love. And 
©  . fiirely hole that leave each other becauſe God bids 

tte, will tikewife love each other in ſuch fort as 

Se dias chem, even with ſuch a love as will make 

| * dem careful of each, other's fouls, as well as of their 


_ kwdies and eſtates. Love —— be _ _ | 
caneſtdefire ofthe good party 1 | 
* "7 (77 therefore 
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therefore ſpiritual love muſt be deſirous of the ſpi- 
"MW ritual - | But alas! how exceedingly faileth the 
be moſt married people? Yea, of the molt thas 
male ſome ſhews of {s? Many hufbands and 
IE * wives have the bodies of their yoke-ſcllows ſo dear, 
chat they cannot endure to think of their di 7 
W . poverty,” ſckneſe, death; but What beeometh of 
17Y their ſouls, whetherthey be ſandified or unſanRified, 
nin a ſtate of falvation or 'damnation, theſe are in the 
number of thoſe things wherewith they are liitle mo- 
ved. . But ace we bound to marry in the. Lord, and 
_ .__ ſhall not our marriage be ſeaſoned with: love in the 
. Lord? Thou art kind to thy wife or huſband, and 
Ne or ſhe is ſo near to thy foul, that it goes to thine 
- Heart to think that any thing ſhould be wanting for 
their good: it is well. But fo might a do; fo 
may a Turk as well as thyſelf: if the good \mean- 


| 4 | eſt conſiſt only in being healthy and rich, in living 
: } pa 22 and enjoying all the benefits of nature: 
| thou deſire to make thy .yoke-fellow a fellow- 


.-- heir of Chriſt's kingdom ? Doſt thou ſeck to help th 
PFoke- fellow to heavenly benefits, as well as tot 
 ____ earthly? If fo, this is to love {par | 
deſeems a Chriſtian huſband and 2 Chxiſtian wife. 
__ If otherwiſe; thy love is to be diſcommended, not be- 
: eauſe it is not ſo to love, but not good enough 
— n io have à more 
| venly diſpoſition. that, which may 
- | - - be found ry Pt ns Chrift.. Bo 
nottherefore carnal in loves, walking as men, but 
ſpiritual as becometh the ſons and-daughters of God. 
by 4 furthes, that your loves muſt be matri- 
© - moniatco-well ————— da 1 
: y of that love that ĩs due to CITES. | 
F * — ———— — — 
that may be peculias to it, and ſerve to diſtinguiſh it 
from all other loves: fot a man muſt love his parents, 
Rais brethren, his friend, yea, and his utter enemies; 
and love them alſo, becauſe God bids him, and love 
their ſouls as well as their bodies. But the love f 
_ huſband and wife to each other, ſhould differ from 


all other loves in tus repeh in rd which, 4 
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( «a ) | 
cal it matrimonial: Firſt, in the quantity of it: Sew” 
_ condly, in the effect. Fer the a man mult love 
bis wife above all the creatures in the world; ſo 
muſt the woman her huſband. Next to theliving Cd. 
and our Lord Jefus Chnſt, the wife is to have the 

i room in the huſband's heart, and be in her - | 
No neighbour, no kinſman, ne friend, no parent L | 
no child ſhould be fo near and dear unto-the _ = 


— 


band, as his wife, nor to her as her . 
not Elkanak ſay io Hannah, am not 1 better in thee than 
ten on # Surely then he aught to be loved better. 
Their loves muſt exceed that of children to parents; 
and there ſore it muſt know no ſuperior aſfection but 
that, that is due to the God of heaven. So much love 
doth one owe to the other, as either. of 
them. owes unto: him or herfelf in a manner. 
ate one body, and muſt love: each othet, as 
others ſelf; not alone in that common 
wherein every Chriſtian is bound to love every 
neighbour as himfclf; but in this fpeeiab be · 
af the ſpeeisl nearneſs that is betwizt them, 
Man and wife are tied togetber in the cloſeſt of all 
unions; wherefore their mutual affections muſt be 
maſh large and abundam; Which, iß it be not, never 
_willit ſerye te bear thee out in the ather duties of 


hs | $affer were for-cack other; than for any other in the | 
would 2 they muſt bear with more faults each in o: 
-| ther, chan in any other, and be ready ta take mare 
ins cach for: other, ſoeing all eſtates ave common 
| Detwint them. . Wherefore they malt love each 
MRher me; for more of every virtue is required to 
in every one, by how much wore large effet “ 
are reqmred. : And therefore the mutual afle@ian 
þf Chreft and his church, is uſed: to expreſs the nature 
of this nuptiatiave, that we might know it to be fuch 
_ as thould come as near ta the largeneſi of that love, 
as may be poſhble.; but it muſt alſo, for effect, be 
. ob a beruling and ting nature; it mult fo Knit them 
to each other, that may receive full ſatisfac- 
tion in each other. love of the married, muſt 
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de a ſingle love; cauſing a man to account his wife 


—_ - - (- #6} | t 

the only wom an in the world, and not ſo'much'as fo. 
yield to the leaſt inclination. of having another, and 

Jo the wife's towards him. Their ns ſhould be 

to each other the moſt precious of all perfons; and 


pals. If any man think this impoſſible, unleſs eve 
man and woman might find in their own yoke-fe}- 
los, asamiable qualities as are to be found in others; 
 - I anſwer, that the point formerly delivered about 
4 the ſpiritualne ſs of affeRtionz, will Iatisfy this ob- 
jection: for not the good qualities of either, but the 
ood pleaſure of God, is tobe the groundof theirmutual - 


this duty more eaſy; but it is ſuch, as muſt u 


other motives be performed, though good conditions _-\ 


| | 


be away. And again I anſwer, that as a man w 
ſeeth more wit and beauty in. his neighbour's ſon 
or daughter, than his own ; yea, whoſe own child 
_. is deformed, crooked and dull, yea untowardly and 
rebellious ; when his neighbour's child is not only 
comely and quick-witted, but alſo gentle, dutiful 
and * doth yet love his own child above 
his neighbour's; even ſo ſhould it be betwixt hubs: 
band and wife. A man may lawfully think ano» 
ther woman, a better woman than his own wife; 
but not love the perſon of another more virtuous 
woman, above the perſon of his own lefs virtuous j 
and ſo likewiſe may I ſay of the wife towards the 
_ huſband. This is matrimonial love; when for de- 
- gree it is moſt ſtrong and fervent, withal ſettling 
their hearts upon each others perſons, above all in the 
world beſides ; which we ſee that few huſbands and 
wives ſo much as labour to perform. The moſt are 
Kill upbraiding each other, with what matches they 
might bave had; and many could almoſt prefer any 
other before their own : theſe may ſmile in the faces 
of each other, but they cannot be ſaid to love each 
other with a vuptial love. Marriage love admits of 
none equal in affection, but placeth the yoke-tellow 
nent of all to the ſoul of the party in whom it is. 
Marriage love will not bear the deſire of change, but 
links the hearts of the married fo cloſe together, chat 


$4”; they 


Jo love muſt limit luſt, and: keep defire within com- 


eſs. Good conditions help, indeed, to make 
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4 . al 
ey are only dear to ene imthis reſp : "© 
'how-far are molt from, loving their ycke- elo W9 * 
they ought,” which yet have thought themſelves” i 
have loved each other: as well as need to be! Bat! A 
now you may ſee, hom much the moſt deceive tie WM 
ſelves, and - far fort they are of perfeflion mn I 
thoſe-dutics, wherein they: account themſelves moſt 
Porfett. We go for wurd to the ſecond: point, (have 
ing ſhewen what that love is; which we requfre of 
he marrieth to ſhew them the means of attaining ĩt. 
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L ny-man, finding a want of ſucii tove; deſire W 

&:know +how'he'may;getrand{encreafe it; let him 

vadetſtaud, that love will becotne faith (as Math 

been ſp den) iſ ſome nmaturs1: means be ens - 

Hem u,, and ſome ſpiritual. The natural meam fs 

cohabitation-;'ct tem- have dne houſe, one tube, 

one chamber, dne hed: ſo ſhall with moſt tifo, 

hat the Lord ordained im the law, that no 

mn e | — - the — me after h 
rriage, upon on of publiciſervices in Wa; 

but ſhould for that ſpace, Daten honie with 

— wiſe, that r fümiin- 

ne, might make their lives forever after firm a 


| ther forMeijrretira 
benefit. We know that amen giſt is wth TReſben 
ed'fortheigiver's fake. IF evo wb TN I 
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Mall, chey take each other as4ove-tokens from 
4 and ſo ſhall be made very. dear to each other. 
af © that ech to love God. above all, cannot but 
E 7 * his, bleſſin pgs.” s for his :ſake.. Wherefore da 
1 A od in great goodneſs (for. croſſes 
cople, Ho .in. goodneſs) hath bo- 
ores Ones peop'h. iſe upon thee; and thou 
not. chuſe, — affe@ thy pole · fellow, 
h ſome, What perhaps ſuilicd with forwardneſs 
4 ll conditions ;. for the dearneſs: of the givery 

3 the defefts of the giſt. And if thy, 
match be fallen out ſomewhat .crgls unto-thee, yet 
Anqw that the Lord did aim at thy good, and will 
ure it by this croſs (cauſing, that though thy life 
bes be leſs pleaſant, yet thy, ſoul ſhall have A — 
nee, 1 if thou accept it wilh patience. and 
I = ulnefs,) and then the yokeffellow!s diſtem- 
pers may, prove unto thee. matters of grief, but ſhall 
* ber able to alienate ihine. affoctions. But. ſuch as 
aut wiſdom, to behold.the handt of. God, — 
= pou ſoon an 10Jovs, —— — ee 

ag not petfected, a gthened.wi ove 
only: en eu of n 


a. Thergixanothermoangof cameniing the. fouls.ob 
the married, Which will -both help to ſhe. ſormer z. 
1 — effetuals 
that, 45.40 3 — — ntly in — 
e exerciſes piny 0 Goa, 
88. — nt 1 wife: — 
cham: conſe wich aach tber of chæir h —— 
8 fn 3.10 ſhall aheicchearts be 
1255 firm — Theſe are the bet means ft 
een; Theſe will nauridb the. =» 
2 holineſs in hem and that: in indlea. love, 
re ven it. comeik. Tpoſe will inoreaſe uheir faith 
in Ge robin jr ook, _ in theſe . 
ves to Dave. iritually 
| cl ec 5 ather and to receive a — Fe om 
hut procute . Hers 
emichves.ſtrangers of one.coun» 
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and members of one body; and this muſt needs jna—_— 
_ creaſetheirgood-will to each other, Religion will 
the hearts of ſtrangers faſt in ove, How much mare R_ 
effectual will it be, to faſten together their ſouls 
| that enjoy ſo many and ſo perpetual bands . 
ſkdes? It is ſociety that moſt times choaketh the lo 
of the married: they grow weary each of other 'by 3 
long fruition, and then they care not one for ano» 
ther but if they ſeaſon their natural communion. 
with this ſpiritual communion, the comfort and 
power of this, e ee all ſatiety, and make 
them grow in dearneſs each to other. Jars and con- 
tentions are the greateſt hindrances of their love; 
but the joining together in theſe exereiſes, will cauſe, 
that they ſhall far more ſeldom jar; and that their 
fudden jars ſhall not feſter and rankle, to breed hard 
conceits of each other, which would be the bane of + 
| _— I Prayer will prevent moſt diſcontentments, and 
| compoſe all; for when they ſhall appear before _ 
Vo in prayer, inſtead of blaming each other, only 
or chiefly A ee is the evil humour of pride, that 
| makes thele ſores to rankle,) they ſhall each blame 
Us themſelves, and take the | fault upon them- 
ſelves; which being once done, all contentions will 
ceaſe, and all quarrels. will come to an end. The 
fight of God, in his ordinances, will quell the pride 
t of their hearts, and make either to fee and feel the .\ 
| _ greatneſs of his or her own fins; and then the faults 
of the yoke-fellow will ſeem little, and the matter of 
2 8 cut or ik if they come be- 
the in prayer, all be fo truly griey- = 
ed and aſhamed for their Jarring, that N make 
them far more watehſul over themſelves, and far 
more able to prevent the like occaſions for the time . 
to come. The land- flood of youthful affectious E 
f will quickly be dried up; hut thoſe lively fountains Li 
| of ſpiritual affeftion, which the joining together in 4 
holy exerciſes ſhall have digged up for them, will 
yield a quiet and conſtant ſtream of good-will. Thole {| 
waves, indeed, make moſt noiſe, but this ſpring 
doth beſt ſervice. That vehement "ardor*which 
| fometimas goes before marriage, is more boillerout; 
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but this moderate and ſober affection, that is gotten 
by ſerying God together after, is ten times more uſe- 
fl: the © des: without the latter, will never make 
one's life happy; but this, without that, will abun- | 
dantly ſuffice, to a molt chearful living in marriage. = 
Pond he or ſhe may be, that pray not among them- 
© ſelves, but loving they cannot be: wherefore I pray 
you all, that are, or ſhall be married, to mark dili- 
ently this direction, and not to fail in praftiſing it. 
What will it profit you to hear good directions from 
the mouth of God's miniſters, if you do not follow _. j 
them? Above all other directions, follow this: 
Call upon the name of God together, peruſe his ſcrip- 
| tures together, ſing praiſe unto him together, and 
talk togetherof his word and works. "Loſe not 
1 the time you ſpend alone, either in worldly commu- 
nication, or fault-finding, or in merriment, or ſport- 
ing each with other; but be careful to redeem time 
- for thoſe holy duties, which as they are in all reſpetts 
rer; ſo are worth all the time they ſhall ſpend, | 
or this very fruit, the growth of your loves, which . 
will follow,” And verily there is none that hath = 
3 of godly wiſdom, but ſhall be forced to con- 
eſs, if he conſult with himſelf in good earneſt, that 
- # +he true cauſe of the defects of love in the married, 
ne ſeldom coming together before the Lord. Either 
7 they love little, or love carnally : And why is this? 
but becauſe they pray but little each with other. But — 
i you would maintain love againſt all breaches, and _ 
Keep it from all decays, and make it always ardent, 
always lively, and always working ; if you would 
| make it religious, holy, and godly, favouring of 
. peety and the divine nature, then follow this that 
am been told you: forif holy duties knit not, and 
vet not your hearts together, they will ſoon be ſe- 
verd. If piety to God do not thus feed your love, np 
; it ſhall be but feeble, or carnal, or both. But then 
| may ſome man or woman ſay, alas! how ſhall I do, 
SS that have ſuch an huſband or wife, as neither can 
nor will join with me in the ſervices of God. To 
" ſuch an one l anſwer : Pray for that yoke-fellow, that 1 
— Will not pray with thee; intreat Ged ſo much — 1 
1. on | C often 
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Mien in behalf pf thine hufþand or wife, by how - i 
nuch they are leſs able or willing to intreat for them - 4 

lves; ſo ſhall God in goodneſs turn their hearts to 
hee, at leaſt thy ſoul ſhall be warmed with heaven- 
love to them; for it is impoſſible that any ſhould 
but love that perſon much and earneſtly, for whom 
they pray much and earneſtly, And this alſo is very 


* 


ſure, though few perhaps will believe it, that to love 
one's yoke- fellow {puitually and fervently, though 
one be not ſo beloved again, is much moxe content 
to the ſoul, and comfort to the hife, t 
loved af them, withoutyo loving. 


be be- 
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CHAP. V. 


— \ "4% | 
| Shewing the firſt oft of Love, viz. Pleafngneſs, *. 


E effects of this nuntial love, at 
A ſingneſs, Faithfulneſs, Helpfulneſs” 
which muſt mix itſelf with all the reſt, I calle 
fingneſ: It is a diſpoſition of che will, a 
deſire of the heart, to give all content to gg 

fo far as they may polfibly do it, with; 
againſt God. The Apoſtle tells us, that er = 
man careth ſor the things of this life, h a. 1 
pleaſe his wife, and the wife alſo, h . FI 
* Pleaſe her huſband, This he mentfonetimat 
matter in either commendable, but praiſe- 
bath, and.that whereof (in all world! buſmeſs) thes 
* ſhould be moſt regardfy] ; formhough it be am 

of ſome difficulty, yet it is of exceeding: great 

and of abſolute neceſſity to the well-being of the IA. 
mily, The Apoſtle tells us, that he did feck in all 
things to pleaſe all; meaning ſo far as he could with- 
out ſin: this duty is therefore a general duty towards 
all men, and fhall it not be much more needful be- 
twixt them that are ſo nearly united? Whg fore 
the huſband muſt do, or leave undone, any Ag he 

can, that he may give fſatisfaGion to the wife 15 2 


I- 
. 


F 


it will : but good duties muſt yot be omiited, becauſe 


Þ 


* 


. 
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- fomuſt the wife, for the huſband's eaſe, eroſt her 


5 - to 
= painfully, by how much the other's diſpoſition is 
Pure averſe from ir. God looks that one ſhould not 
ber cndeavour the ſatisfation of the yoke- 


Fellow; and if the one be not behind-hand, in giv- 


LY 
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own deſires to ſatisfy his. 

In diet, attire, in choice of company, in all other 
affairs; they muſt frame themſelves to afford each o- 
ther fuch arr abſolute fulfling of deſires as may be 
Without the tranſgre ſſion of God's law. That which 
will makethis duty poſſib le is refolutionand practice; 

in, and the procetding will prove pleaſanter than 
the beginning: That which will make it eaſy and 
comfortable, is the mutual labouring for it on both 
ſides; fi the wife would apply herſelf to pleaſe 
her huſband, he would; find it an eaſy matter to pleaſe 


her: and if the hufbund would'ſeek his wife's content- 


ment, ſhe might with much facility content him. 


Endeavour to pleafe works a willingneſs to be pleaf- 


ed, and it eannot be difficult to ſatisfy one that de- 

fires as well to give as to take ſatisfaction. 5 
But ſome married people may perhaps imagine, 

that their caſe admits not of this advice, becauſe they 


Have yoke fellows ſo froward and diſcontented, that 
| ©, ot hing will content them. I anſwer, It. is not in 


man's power : mula a {froward. perſon take 
ings well, but it is in their power to do their beſt 
fatisfy ſuch a one, and to ſtrive ſo much the more 


ig all juſt cauſe of being pleaſed, the other ſhall 


bear the whole blame before God, of the peeviſh-.. 


neſs, which would not ſuffer him or her to be pleaſed. . 
I} be objefted hgre, that it will be very hard to 
nue ſtriving againſt the ſtream, and fo indeed 


they are hard. The ſeholar that hath an hard leſſon, 
muſt fettle more hard to his book, and not caſt it a- 
way in ſulleneſs, and ſay, he cannot learn it: fo the 


' huſband that hath a perverfe wife, or wife that hath 


a perverſe huſband, muſt give more diligence to give 


content to ſuch a huſband or wife, and not careleſly 
caſt off all, with ſaying, they be ſo croſs that nothing 


will pleaſe them: W 20 is a painful work, but 
6 wi 


| 689) 18 
withal it is a poſſible work. It canmo be that there 


ſhould remain ſo great paſſionateneſs in the breaſt of 
any man or-woman, but that they. will be kept in 


beiter terms, by a yoke- fellow ſtriving to content 


them, than if no care at all ſhould be uſed that way. 
Let therefore the hardneſs make each more diligent: 
for if the huſband or wife will be unquiet, do what 
the other yoke-fellow can, how much more if there 
de no pains taken to make them quiet. | 
. Encourage thyſelf in this tedious labour, with re- 
-membering, that if thou canſt not pleaſe. thy yoke- 
fellow as thou defireſt, thou ſhalt not fail to pleaſe 
Cod. Here thou muſt be put in mind of that wor- 
| 4 — 1 Solomon's grave counſellors gave 
- His young ſon ; f thou pleaſe this le, and to 
their hearts, they will be — ou So 471 to 
thee now, if thou ſpeak to the heart of thine huſ- 
Hand or wife, and ſeek to pleaſe him or her, by yield- 
ing to them even in things perhaps that are ſome- 


what unreaſonable ; this, if any thing, will change 


their bitterneſs into gentleneſs. and their rebelliouſ- 


Ateſs into ſubiection. Wherefore ici aiiyoke-feliows | 


meditate thus with themſelves : I cannot pleaſe God 
#f I ftrive not to pleaſe my yoke- fellow. He loves 
not an houſe-ſull of brawls; diſcord drives him with 
his bleſſing out of doors: and there can be no peace 
where there is no ſtriving by mutual pleaſingneſs to 
Nouriſh and ſettle peace, The harder this proverb, 


the more commendable it is in me, and the better 


the Lord will take it at my hands, and the more will 
he reward it at the laſt, Whereſore I will croſs mine 
own deſires, rather than mine huſband's, or my 


wife's, and ſo carry myſelf that they may receive 


con tentment in all things, if any thing but fin and 
wickedneſs will content them. 

Brethren, let thwarting and croſſing each other 
be far from your houſes. To croſs one's ſelf is a mat- 
ter of great praiſe q to croſs another, c{pecially one ſo 
near, is a point of as great folly as can be; neither 


can any thing in the world fefs become married peo- 


ple, and be more reproachſul unto them, than to in- 


tend the vexing each other; I will do it, if it be but to 


: an ger 
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anger thee, is a ſpeech ſo odious inthe mouth of an huſ- 
band or wife, that ſcarce any thing can be more. 
The huſband were almoſt _— tell his wife, that 
he will be an whore-maſter, ſhe him that ſhe will be 
an harlot. Doubtleſs this thwarting humour, that 
will do a thing to anger the other, is in the family 
like the cramp in the body, which pulls and racks 
the ſinews, and makes the body full of torment. 
This kills all the comfort of ſociety, It is the moſt 
contrary to love of any thing: It hinders the going 
forward of all thrift, and of all duty. Wherefore, 
let none of you hereafter bear that abſurd thought of 
_ angering his wife, or her huſband, but next to the 
pleaſing God, make it your buſineſs to pleaſe each 
other. Indeed this caution next to the pleaſingof God 
muſt needs be put in, or elſe it is a wicked thing to 
provoke God, by ſeeking to pleaſe a creature. If 
any thing but the breach of God's law will ſatisfy thy 
yoke-fellow, thou muſt do it, be it never ſo trouble- 
fome, ſo oppoſite to thine own deſires, and contrary 
to thine own will; for every one of us, faith St. 
Paul, muſt pleaſe his neighbour, much more his huſ- 
band or wife, in that which is good for edification, 
But if thou canſt not fulfil the deſires of a man, 
without breaking ef the law of God, then Tay, it is 
better to offend a mortal creature, than the immortal 
God ; for as God muſt be loved above all, ſo muſt 
he be pleaſed above all; and asthe yoke-fellow muſt 
be loved next to God, ſo muſt they alſo be pleaſed 
next to him. Only, my brethren, conſider, that 
this point is delivered unto you a ſd the duties 
that are mutual. Moſt huſbands look for it of their 
wives, they eſteem not themfelves bound to do it to 
their wives : but look what force obedience hath to 
tie the wife unto it, the fame hath love to tie the 
huſband. And ſo much be ſpoken of the firſt effect 
— love-pleaſingneſs; There are two more of ſpecial 
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malte him an help mect for him. And doubtleſs the man . 


to be done, all ſuch things as may make for the com- 
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CHAP. VI. 


of the faithfulneſs and helpfulneſs of the married. 


Uſband and wife muſt be to each other faith · 

11 ful and helpful, theſe two muſt ever be joined, 

therefore we ſpeak of them together. This was one 

2 al thing which the Lord did aim at, in ma- 

ing the woman, and joining her unto her huſband: 
For it is not good (faith he) for man to be alone, I will 


% 


was to give help as well as to receive it, and to do 
more good, by how much he was endowed with 
more ſtrengtBn. | 
Now this helpful fidelity conſiſteth in their mutual 
care of abſtaining from, and preventing, ſo much as 
may be, al} ſuch as might hurt or grieve each other; 
and of doing themſelves, and procuring from others 


fort and benefits each of other; then are they faith- 
fully helpful to each other; when they will never do 
themſelves, nor ſuffer, iFthey can hinder, others to 
do any thing that may harm each other; and when 
they are diligent to do themſelves, and cauſe others 
to do; ſo far as lies in their power, whatſoever may 
be good one to another. Cr 7 
Ibis duty muſt extend to the ſouls, bodies, names, 
and eſtates of each other. Firſt, to the ſouls, by 
ovoking each other to all 2 and holineſs of 
living; as occaſion ſerveth. The huſband muſt not 
hinder, but further the wife in goodneſs, nor ſhe 
him; for the wife alſo hath liberty to exhort and ftir 
up her huſband to well-doing, and to prevail by en- 
treaty and fair means, Their nearneſs of — 


gives them many and great occaſions of ſwaying eac 
b ther either way. They muſt therefore beware of 1. 


becoming the devil's inſtruments to allure each other 
to ſm; for. there cannot be a greater miſchievouſneſs 
| in 


KN 
-# 
1 
| 
14 

- ” 
F % 
1 


\ 


bu I IE 
„ 


F 
in the world, than for a man and wife to abufe th 
power, which they have either in other, as it were, 


T to poiſon each other; but they muſt be ready with 


ſpecial diligence, as they have ſpecial opportunity 
to conſider one another, and to provoke unto love, 
and to good works. If the wife perceive the huſ- 
band ſlack in matters of religion, or mercy, ſhe muſt 
ever be commending theſe things unto him, and puts 
ting him in mind of the excellency of theſe virtues, 
and the great reward that God will give to them that 
mn them, and ſweetly drawing him to a more 
requent practice of them, always remembering to 
be mild and gentle in her ſpeeches this way, as one 
that would allure, ig orce. The huſband like- 
wiſe muſt, with the moſt familiar and kind ſpeeches 


that may be, ſtirr up his wife's dulneſs, if he per- 


ive her dull, and mind her of thoſe motives that 
ky encourage and quicken her in all — 
Oo ſweet a ſociety would this of man and wife 
be, M they could in this manner be watchful of all 
oppotunities to further each other in godlineſs. 
Agen, becauſe they have continual occaſion of 
inward converſing each with other, therefore they 
may diſcover in each ether divers corruptions 
and imperfections. Now they muſt not turn theſe 
infirmities into matter of hatred and contempt, but of 
compaſſion, and care of procuring each other's re- 
formation. They muſt not upbraid each other with 
their ſins, nor ſeek to provoke the corruptions which 
© they find apt to be provoked ; but rather give all 
heed to cut off all ſuch occaſions as they find will 
= advantage to ſuch corruptions of their yoke-fel- 
| lows, and make them. break forth to their hurt: and 
they muſt by all good counſe] fortify each other's 
ſouls againſt the common enemy. They muſt both 
obſerve the temper and conſtitution of each other's 
ſouls, till they perceive what infirmities they are 
either of them chiefly inclined unto; and havi 
found them, they muſt diligently abſtain from al 
things that may provoke that evil, and prove occa- 
fions of making them overſhoot - themſelves therein : 
and further, they muſt apply” all means to — 4 
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CHAP. VI. 
Of the faithfulneſs and helpfulneſs of the married, 


Uſband and wife muſt be to each other faith - 
ful and helpful, theſe two muſt ever be joined, 
therefore we ſpeak of them together. This was one 
— al thing which the Lord did aim at, in ma- 
ing the woman, and joining her unto her huſband: 


% 


For it is not good (ſaith he) for man to be alone, I will 


make ham an help meet for him. And doubtleſs the man 
was to give help as well as to receive it, and to do 
more good, by how much he was endowed with 
more-ſtrength.. | 

Now this helpful fidelity conſiſteth in their mutual 
care of abſtaining from, and preventing, ſo much as 
may be, all ſuch as might hurt or grieve each other; 
and of doing themſelves, and procuring from others 
to be done, all ſuch things as may make for the com» 
fort and benefits each of other; then are they faith- 
fully helpful to each other; when they will never do 
themſelves, nor ſuffer, iFthey can hinder, others to 
do any thing that may harm each other; and when 
they are diligent to do themſelves, and cauſe others 
to do; ſo far as lies in their power, whatſoever may 
be good one te another, 


- his duty muſt extend to the ſouls, bodies, names, 


and eſtates of each other. Firſt, to the ſouls, by 
ovoking each other to all piety and holineſs of 
— as occaſion ſerveth. Ihe huſband muſt not 


hinder, but further the wife in goodneſs, nor ſhe 


him; for the wiſe alſo hath liberty to exhort and ſtir 
up her huſband to well-doing, and to prevail by en- 
treaty and fair means. Their nearneſs of — 


gives them many and great occaſions of ſwaying eac 


other either way. "oy muſt therefore beware of 


becoming the devil's inſtruments to allure each other 


to im; for. there cannot be a greater miſchievouineſs 
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in the world, than for a man and wife to abuſe th 
power, which they have either in other, as it were, 
to poiſon each other; but they muſt be ready with 
ſpecial diligence, as they have ſpecial opportunity 
to conſider one another, and to provoke unto love, 
and to good works. If the wife perceive the huſ- 
band ſlack in matters of religion, or mercy, ſhe muſt 
ever be commending theſe things unto him, and puts 
ting him in mind of the excellency of theſe virtues, 
2 q — the great reward that God will give to them that 
YTaftiſe them, and ſweetly drawing him to a more 
requent prattice of them, always remembering to 
be mild and gentle in her ſpeeches this way, as one 
that would allure, dt orce. The huſband like- 
wiſe muſt, with the moſt familiar and kind ſpeeches 
that may be, ſtirr up his wife's dulneſs, if he per- 
ceive her dull, and mind her of thoſe motives that 
may encourage and quicken her in — 
O how ſweet a ſociety would this of man and wife 
be, if they could in this manner be watchful of all 
opportunities to further each other in godlineſs. 
Again, becauſe they have continual occaſion of 
inward converſing each with other, therefore they 
may diſcover in each other divers corruptions 
and imperfections. Now they muſt not turn theſe 
infirmities into matter of hatred and contempt, but of 
compaſſion, and care of procuring each other's re- 
formation. They muſt not upbraid each other with | : 
their fins, nor ſeek to provoke the corruptions which | 
they find apt to be provoked; but rather give all 
It heed to cut off all ſuch occaſions as they find will 
— advantage to ſuch corruptions of their yoke- fel- 
los, and make them break forth to their hurt: and 
they muſt by all good counſe] fortify each other's 
1 ſouls againſt the common enemy. They muſt both 
obſerve the temper and conſtitution of each other's 
ſouls, till they perceive what infirmities they are 
either of them chiefly inclined unto; and _— 
found them, they muſt diligently abſtain from al 
things that may provoke that evil, and prove occa- 
fions of making them overſhoot - themſelves therein : 
and further, they muſt apply all means to weaken 
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ſuch corruptions, and to ſtop their overflowing, that 
” they may not proceed to any extremity, if they have, 
begun to offend in ſome degree. Their acquaintance: 
5 with the diſeaſes of each other muſt not be made a 
cauſe of their vilifying each other, by hitting each 
other in the teeth with ſuch imperfections, rather of 
. Helping each other, by flying all ſuch words and ac- 
tions, as would increaſe and incenſe them, and tak-, 
ing unto them ſuch geſtures and ſpeeches as are fit- 
teſt to heal and mitigate them. For example, if ths + 
huſband perceive the wife apt to be angry, and that 
ſuch and ſuch things will eaſily put her out of pa- 
tience, he muſt pity her weakneſs, and carefully ab- 
ſtain from . ſuch things; ſo mult ſhe deal with him, 
and ſo muſt they carry themſelves to each other, in 
regard of all other frailties, as well as anger; yea, 
if either of them be given to any ſuch high degree of 
wickedneſs, as that their own words alone, after all 
labour to draw them out of it, will not work amend- 
ment; then muſt they not fear to ſeek the help of 
ſome more wiſe and able friend, who may perhaps 
effect that cure, which themſelves have failed of: 
and in caſe they find little fruit of ſuch endeavours, 
but that the yoke-fellow will hearken to no admoni- 
tion; yet they muſt continue to wait and pray, re- 
Ferring the matter to God, the only phyſician of the 
ſoul, who is able in due ſeaſon. to redreſs all. But 
thoſe deſerve to be condemned as moft treacherous 
each to other, that, for their caſe-ſake, will permit 
their yoke-fellows to ſleep in fin, Let them ſwear, ' 
let them break the ſabbath, many yoke-fellows, for 
fear of a ſtorm, can keep ſilence in ſuch caſes, This 
is to betray one another to the devil, and. to give 
each other leave to go to hell without rub. Wouldſt 
thou ſuffer thine buſband to poi ſen himſelf for fear 
of enduring his anger, if thou ſhouldſt ſnatch the 
E poiſon out of his hand? Wouldſt thou let thy wife 
cut her own throat, for fear ſhe ſhould. chafe and 
ſcold, becauſe, thou tookeſt the knife from her? 
Doubtleſs to let them kill each other's ſouls, and ſay 
nothing, for fear of paſſion, or Hard uſage, is no leſs 
n ſinful and hurtful perſdiouſneſs, than to give ways 
: - Tor 
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yea, very miſchievous, that are ready to ſpy out the 


each other's minds. FRE 


unkin 
heart faint alſo; when the limbs and joints are weak, 


( 83 ) 
For quietneſs-ſake, to their hurting of each other's bo- 
dies. And they alſo are to be blamed as unhelpful, 


. faults each of other with an evil eye, to make them 
worſe, and not better; that look out the faults of 
each other, as enemies do the weak places of a city, 


to make them weaker; and as evil ſurgeons handle a 


Aore, to make it ſorer. Wo unto ſuch huſbands or 
wives! Sorry help is it that they afford to their com- 
panions, and miſerable helpers are they; and Gad 
mall one day reckon with them for having done fo 
little good, where he appointed them to do all good. 
So much for the faithful helpfulneſs of men and wo- 
men to each other's ſouls, in ſeeking to plant and 
water viitues, and to pull up the roots — vices in 
- * 4 
They muſt farther praftice the ſame virtues to- 


ward the bodies of each other, by ſhunning all 
things that may cauſe diſeaſes or ſickneſs each to o- 


ther, and by a ready under-going any point or coſt 
(according to their power) to procure diet, phy ſick, 
attendance, or other neccitaiics, for the keeping or 
recovering of health. Yea, they muſt comfort cachy 
other in the days of ſorrow, that wordly-ſforrow may+ 


not breed death. The wife muſt be health to her huſ- 


band in his fickneſs, and he to her. She muſt ſup- 
rt his weakneſs with her ſtrength, and he hers. 
hey muſt moſt willingly devour all pains, and un- 
dergo all coſt that is this way needful, for the caſe 


and content each of other. To negle@ one ſo many 


ways endeared, as an huſband or wife, partaker of 


all eſtates: This is a notorious hard-heartedneſs, and 


ſhould cover their faces with bluſhing that have of- 
fFended in it. Sickneſs and weakneſs are things of 
| themſelves ſufficiently tedious; there needeth not 
the addition of the huſband's or wife's unkindnelis, 


to make the burthen heavier. This is to add adver- 
ſity to adverſity, and to lade one more, that is already. 


ſink ing under his load: A moſt barbarous and cruel 
Tnefs! When the body fainteth, to make the 


to fill the foul with weakneſs, by grieving at the 
be nniggardize 


. 4 
Hi ize and churliſhnefs (grievous things, being 
* — from one ſo near, and owing the quite al ö 
_ 'txary); this is murder in an high degree. Wherefore Þ 
let every huſband or wife avoid or mend this fault, 
and look to their demeanour towards their yoke-fel- 
los, eſpecially in times of weakneſs, grief and ſick» * 
neſs. When the wife is great, and full of anguiſh ** 
with the labour of breeding and bearing; when ſhe 
is in travail, or begins to recover the gth, that 
pains in travail had diminiſhed, then comfort her 
with loving ſpeeches; them cheat her with affable 
eountenances (that is a time when luſt ſhould be laid 
to ſleep, and pure good will be moſt wakeful and 
working), then fee that ſhe want no looking to, no 
good uſage that thou canſt help her to- This is to be 
elpful to her body. So when thine huſband is fick 
and feeble, when he languiſheth upon his bed of 
pain and weakneſs, when his bones ake, when his 
- eyes refuſe ſleep, when. all things are diſtaſteful to - 
bim, then ſtay him with comfortable ſpeeches, then. 
«revive: him with diligent attendance; do all thou 
*canſt, and ſpend all thou caiiſt to me revevcring of 
Bis ſtrength, or caſing of his torment; let thy lfoue 
and care be his phy ſic, and thyſelf his phyſician; ane 
let the comfort of thine helpful carriage, content his 
ſoul ſa, that his body may more eaſily be ſtrengthen- 
ed: This is to be a good wife to thine huſband's 
+ body, and to cherift- him in fickneſs, as thy promiſe 
bind thee, enn . 4h 
In the third place, man and wife muſt be faitk- 
fully belpful to each orher's names, and that im a 
double reſpect: in maintaining thereof, both be- 
twixt themſelves, and alſo amongſt others. PFirſt 
then, every married couple muſt uphold in their 
hearts a good opinion each of other (fo far as may 
. poſſibly Rand with truth.) The huſband muſt thinle 
well of bis wife, ſhe of her buſband. Yea, for a2 
man and wife to have ſomewhat an over-good opi- 
nion each of other; for him to think her not only 
more beautiful, but alfo more loving, more dutiful, 
more ſubmiſſive, more. truſty, than perhaps ſhe is 
making ber virtues cafty a greater {hey to his * 
Reet: " 
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of her good, and more true to her, than it may 


he is indeed oy 
1 


eneſs of good 


rpretations, which much love 


. 
1 Ww | 4 . 
that it deſerveth rather commendation. Certainly 


F then, they ſhould be peremptory to give no credit to 
ungrounded, unwarranted ſurmiſes; they ſhould by 


no means ſuffer their heart to grow miſtruſtful of 
cd ach other's honeſty and fidelity, She muſt never 
think that he doth affect other women, unleſs the 


— — 


imagine that he doth waſte or conſume their eſtate, 
unleſs the fault be palpably and notoriouſly plain, 
He muſt never perſuade himſelf that ſhe is wanton, 


| ar given to ſtrangers; or that ſhe robs him, and pur- 


 loins from him, unleſs he can make good theſe mat- 
ters, with ſuch clearneſs of proof, as will not admit 


any reaſonable defence. All jealouſies, all raſh, - . 


aſty, light, ill-built ſfurmiſes,. muſt be far from the 
ociety of matrimony. For if once their fouls be in- 
fected with ſuch miſtaken conceits each of other, 
love will go out at the ſame door that ſuſpicion comes 
in. He or ſhe that hath a jealous head (an head, 1 
800 apt to miſconceive and ſuſpe&) never had, 
truly, a 

2 0 be fond; but an boly and virtuous, and f| 
ritual affeftion, they never had, nor can poſhbly 
| have, if they give way tothelſe evil ſurmiſes. And 
# therefore, of all the domeſtic make- hates that be, 
and of all thaſe things which are apt io ſet quarrels 


mare peſtilenùy effectual 1o theſe bad effects, than 
e whole behaviour, keen and untaſteful. No good 


heart, Jealouſy will make a man ſuck miſchievous 
things” out of his own fingers ends, and take on as 
. a much, 


4 


— 


1 by look upon them through the ſpectacles of love, 
and for 1 to 1 him not alone more proper 
70 well favoured, but alſo more kind, more care- 
ul | 
interpreting things with that 


ut . upon them) is a thing ſo far from blame, 


the matter be more than manifeſt, She muſt never 


oving heart. Such might be luſtful, they 
ly 


betwixt the marued couple, nothing in the world is 


- jealouly. Having leavened the heart, it makes the 
ches np and tart, the countenance ſour, and- 


words, no good looks, no good geſtures, no good f 


actions can proceed out of a jealous man or woman's 


ot — 5 — — 
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much, and vex himſelf, and blame his yoke-fellow* - 
. as much, where no fault hath deſerved it, as if there” JF 


were a fault. This evil weed muſt not be ſuffered to 
grow up in the garden of matrimony ; for if it do, 
lo good 


herb will proſper by it Wet will over-run all 


that is commendable, and ſuffer no praiſe-worthy 
thing to flouriſh, And therefore let all that have 
knit themſelves together with this covenant, loath 
and deteſt any motion or fancy that may ariſe within 
them of any unchaſtity, any unfaithſuineſs, any evil 
meaning of their yoke-ſellows; let their hearts (I 
day) riſe againſt thele motions; and let them diſdain 
£0 give the leaſt credit unto them, unleſs that the 
E be more than manifeſt. Away with this make- 
te jealouſy, this quarreller ſuſpicion, this breeder 
of brawls, this mother and nurſe of contention, 
this ſecret underminer of love, of thrift, of good 
huſbandry and good houſewifry, and all things that” 
Mould be profitable to an houſhold. Away with it 
I ſay) out of thine heart, chaſe it far off from thy 


reaſt, from thine houſe, HS RENE en ee 
wrongs without ſuſpecting, than to ſuſpect one with- 
Hut having received it. Aptnels to ſuſpect another, 
grows from the evil root of a bad nature, whereby 
one is apt to offend himſelf, Wherefore, as thou 


wouldeſt ſtand for the good name of thy yoke-fel- - 


low, againſt the tongue of a ſlanderer, ſo ſtand for it 
againft the ſlandrous dreams of thine own heart; aud 
take heed of believing thine own fancies, or others 

reports, without moſt pregnant proofs. And if any 
wicked perſon, maker of diviſion betwixt the head 
and body, will ſuffer his lips to be ſo ill employed, 
as to become Satan's bellows to blow theſe coals be: 
- twixt you, by telling thee this and that: rebuke ſuch 


a perſon, reject his words with deteſtation, fly his 3 


{aciety as a toad, and let not thine ears and heart be 
defiled, with giving gentle audience to a whiſperer 
andtalebearer, In one word, wouldſt thou love, or 
he loved? Wouldſt thou live otherwiſe in marriage, 
ban as in a priſon or a dungeon? Wouldſt thou give 


or have any quict or content? Strengthen thine 


heart ina and unalterable, and , 


* 


+- 
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good conceit of thy yoke-fellow, and rather be any ' 
thing than jealous. And thus muſt the married pre- 
ſerve there credits at home, in the breaſt of each 
_—... OY 
They muſt be tender alſo of their good reputatians 
abroad, and beware of caſting mire in the faces of 
each other. This mutual ſaving the credits each of 


other, requireth two things: Firſt, that they labour 


- to conceal the weakneſſes each of other, from all 


* 
- 


others, ſo much as is poſſible, The huſband muſt 
do his beſt endeavour, that none may know of his 
wife's faults, but God and himſelf; neither mult he 
be willing to lay them open any where, but to the - 
car of heaven, where he may crave pardon of them ; 
and the woman muſt do her beſt, to keep her huſ- 
| band's evils from the knowledge of all I world, 
All blabbing, and loud accuſing, muſt be far removed 
from them, that have ſo near intereſt each unto other. 
They muſt account their credits, as well as their bo- 
dies, to be in a manner all one. The publiſhing of 
each other's fins and imperfections, is a monſtrous 
treachery, and a thing than which nothing can worſe 
become them, in the judgment of the wiſe, To 
backbite an enemy is a fin ; how much more to back- 
bite one's own yoke-fellow ? Whoſe faults can one 
cover, if not his wife's ; that is to ſay, hisown? Or 
who can be free from reproach, if one ſo near him 
as his wiſe, ſeek to deface his good name ? It is al- 


- moſt impoſſible, but that a man, and wife ſhall hor hs 


or later diſcover their weakneſſes. each to other; an 
for them to be playing the tell-tales each againſt - 
other, what_ſoul doth not loath to think of it? Un- 
wile man or woman, will thy huſband or wiſe be the 
better for thy laviſh reporting of their faults? Will 
_ thy tatling of their vices mend them? If not, why 
doſt thou diſgrace thyſelf, in ſeeking to diſgrace thy 
yoke-ſellow ? Why doſt thou publiſh thine. own 
uniruſtineſs, uncharitableneſs, indiſcretion, in pub- 
liſhing the frailties of thine huſband and. wife, and 
make all wiſe men take thee for a paſhonate, open- 
mouthed backbiter, by telling abroad, what thou 
findeſt amiſs at home? Whereſore, if any have zi- 
TEX 5 | D . : ven 
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„ 
ven ſeave to themſelves, to be ſo ſinfully talkative 
Heretofore, now let very ſhame cauſe. them to lay 
their hands upon their mouths, that they may not 
more and more incur-the name of fools, by making 
{their tongues to ſpread abroad folly. < | 
"I deny not but that the. regard of the yoke-fellaw's 
Foul, may,make-cithgr of them ſeck a counſellor and 
admoni for: the orher: but it is one thing to ac- 
Auaint with the fault. of. one's huſband or wife, ſome 
one friend (and more than one in this. caſe would not 
eafily be truſted) and that in ſecret; another thin 
to throw it open before company. Such a friend 
- vill ſo ſeek to heal the ſou], as that he may not 
wound the credit; and will tender as well the name 
ds the conſcience of his friend: but the greater num- 
ber ſeek only to deface the credit, without regarding 
the recovery of the ſoul ; ſo the former revealing can- 
not hurt at all, the latter can do no good at all. 
"Wherefore to utter to one privately for his ſoul's 
health ſake, the fin or fins of the yoke-fellow, may * 
proceed from love, becauſe .it tendeth to good ; but 
dio eafe one's ſtomach againſt him or her, by pouring 
Forth their faults, is as rottenneſs in the bones. Know 
therefore, and praftiſe this duty, O huſbands and 
Awives; ſpit not in each other's face, diſcloſe not each 
.other's Eults but conceal, hide, bury, and cover 
them ſo much, as truth and equity will bear. | 
And beſides this, you yoke-fellows muſt for each 
other's credit and.comfort, keep the ſecrets of each 
other faithfully. There may fall out an occaſion for 
à man to acquaint his wife with ſome ſuch thing, as 
it much concerneth him to have kept cloſe from o- 
thers; and the woman may likewiſe have cauſe of | 
thus opening herſelf to her huſband. In ſuch caſes, _'F 
they muſt ufe all ſecrecy. But if in ſuch caſes they F 
rove unſeaſonably open, and the wife find that her 
,uſband hath revealed that, which ſhe would have 
Had reſerved to his own only knowledge; or hefind 
that his wife hath vented that to another, which he 
'defired ſhould dwell with herſelf alone; this will 
breed betwixt them ſuch a jar, ſuch an eſtrangement, * 
ſuch a diſtruſt each of other, as it will not be an caly |} + 
n * ann 1 
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_ they practiſe a community in their e 
they practiſe good huſbandry. For the firſt: betwixt 


(9) 2 
Abour to- remove; For ho ſhould that perſot be 
truſted with any thing, who cannot keep counſel F 
Wherefore let huſbandsand-wives always mind this: 
if he lay up any thing in her breaſt; let him find it 
fife there, as in a cheſt which cannot be opened with 
any pick-lock. If ſhe commit a thing to his ſafe 


Keeping, let it be ſafe impriſoned in his boſom ; other- 
- wiſe, no man can chufe but be ſtrange towards ſuch- 
 an-one, whotn-experience hath convinced of blab- 


bing. And it is a- moſt infalliable truth, that there 


is no comfortable living in marriage, where the prac- 


. 


tice of truſtineſs and concealment is away. So you 
have heard what care the married people muſt have* 
of each other's good name. 


The laſt part of faithfulnefsto each other, is that 


which concerneth their goods or eſtates, wherein 
they are bound to be mutually helpful by all good* 
means. And tothis purpoſe it is a wk firſt, thats 

ates ; next, that- 


man and wife all things ought tobe common, goods 
as well as perſons; for if they may not make a divi-- 
Kon in the greater, ſhall it not be a groß abſurdity to 
make it in the leſſer? They muſt have one houſe, 
and one purſe; they are but one, and their eſtate 

muſt be but one. I confeſs that God hath made him 
the head and chief diſpoſer; but without all queſtion 
the that hath a part in himſelf, cannot want right 


unto that Which is for honeſt purpoſes. How can 


ys; with a good conſcience, forget that part 
of 


is publick and ſolemn covenant, wherein he en- 


dowed her with all his worldly goods ? 


$ b 


any of theſe be wanting, 


three things, labour, thrift, foreaſt. 


And having thus united their eſtates, let them ſe- 
rondly play the good Huſband, and the good houſe- 
wiſe therein. In huſband and wife, the next point 
to godlineſs and honeſty, is good huſbandry and good 
houſewifry ; and this go n ſtaudeth in 

aifulnels in 
tting, diſcretion in ſaving, providence in ſorelee- 
ng; theſe three make up good huſbandry ; and if 
| ſo much is wanting from the 
perfection of it, and ſo much ſhall be wanting from 

| | D 2 their 
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their comfort and proſperity. Firſt then, they mu 
both employ themſelves in ſuch honeſt courſes of 
getting and maintaining themſelves, as God ſhall 
call them to. Neither muſt he live like a drone, and 
make a drudge of her; neither muſt ſhe give her- 
ſelf to caſe, and caſt all the labour upon him; but 
both muſt apply. themſelves to their vocations pain» . 
fully, and both be ready to diſpatch thoſe buſineſles, 
for which themſelves and families muſt fare the bet- 
ter. He without doors, ſhe within; he in ſuch thing; 
as befit his ſex, ſhe (in thoſe that become her's) mu 
be content to unite their pains for their profit, and to 
undergo the labour of getting their living in the 
ſweat of their brows, and of eating the labour of 
their bands; and what they have painfully gotten, 
they maſt likewiſe thriftily ſave. from needleſs ex- 
pences. They muſt not pinch from mercy and juſ- 
tice, but with-hold from prodigality and laviſnneſs. 
A ſweet tooth, and a fine back, ate pick - purſes; they 
muſt baniſh theſe out of their houſes. He muſt not 
laviſh it out abroad, neither muſt ſhe lay it out at 
home; neither muſt they both join in needleſs 
expences, but rather in praftifing thoſe virtues, by 
which both ſhall find comfort in their eſtates, and 
Praiſe with God. Thirdly, they muſt both be pro- 
vident, laying their heads together, to conſider what 
good things are requiſite for their eſtates, that they 
may procure them ; and what huriful things would 
come upon them, that they may prevent the ſame. 
Forcaſt is 'as good as labour: and the work of the 
head, no lefs available than the work of the hands. 
Two eyes ſee more than one, and two hands diſpatch 
more buſineſs than one ; ſhe is the helper, and he 
muſt not refuſe her help in this caſe, for it ſeldom 


falleth out, but that a, man too reſerved from his 


wife, doth plunge himſelf and her into divers unne- 
ceſſary ns” 12 Thus doing, they ſhall procure fuf- + 
ficiency to their eſtates, and their hands, by God's 
bleſſing, ſhall find abundance : but the idle perſon 
walketh upon a thorn-hedge that will ſurely prick 
his feet. The careleſs perſon ſhall put his foot into a 
ſnare that will entangle him, and God WS" Ee 


> 
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caft upon them vexation aid ſorrow. But one 


caution muſt be given in this matter; namely, That 
they be both moderate in theſe their worldly, affairs; 
for if they fall tocarking and pinching, and defiring 
riches, heaven and earth cannot keep a family di- 
ſeaſed with this dropſy, from many troubleſome and 
deadly pangs. | 2 | 


CHAP. VII. 


Shewing the duties of the married to their families. 


ND ſo much of- thoſe duties which man and 
wife jointly owe to cach other. There fol- 
low ſome that they muſt practiſe in regard of their 
families. For a man and a woman that before were 
members of another family, therefore join together 
that they may become the roots of 4new-family; and 
begetting childten, and training them up, together 
with ſervants, according to their place, may — 4 : 
1 the church, God's own vineyard, Where- 
ore they have not thoroughly diſcharged their du- 
ties, by the performance of all theſe things to each 
other, unleſs they carefully regard their houfhold 


- alfo.- Herein indeed the huſband muſt be acknow-- - 


ledged for the head; but the wife is to take the next 
place, and, as ſubordinate to her huſband, mult be- 
come an helper and a furtherer,- The things them—- 


. ſelves that I ſhall name belong to them, as gover- 


nors of an houſe, in relation to children and ſer- 
vants; but the joining together therein is that which 
muſt be preſſed as a part of their marriage-duly... _ 
Now this their family they muſt both maintain and 

govern, keep and guide. Firſt, they muſt join in 

waking proviſion of all necoſſaries for their children 

and fervants. He is worſe. than infidel, faith the 
, that provideth not for his own, eſpecially” - 
tor them of his family. They mult not earry theme - 
ſelves in fach fort, as ne ꝙ— x | 
f a 2 
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but this duty is ,co-incident with that I ſpake of be- 
fore, faithfulneſs in their eſtates; for by joining their 
hands and heads in labour, thrift, and providence, 
they ſhall cauſe that no good thing be wanting to. 
their children or ſervants. And verily it is a great 
commendation to the governors, when their careful- 
neſs doth ſave all about them for want. Herein 
they imitate the living God, the father of this great 
family, the world, who fills every creature with 
good, things fit for it. Wherefore let them practiſe 
| thoſe directions which were before ſet down, and ſo. 
do two good things at once, even profit themſelves, 
and all that pertain to them. 

But. à family muſt be governed as well as main- 
tained, and how ſhould it be governed but by them ? 
Wherefore they muſt alſo be good rulers at home, 
and join in guiding their people under God. The 
man muſt be taken for God's immediate officer in the 
houſe, ard as it were the king in the family; the 
woman muſt account herſelf his deputy, an officer 
ſubſtituted to him, not as equal, but as ſubordinate; 
and in this order they muſt, govern: he, by the au- 
thority derived unto him from God immediately, ſhe, 
by authority derived to her from her huſband. | 

Nov this their government looketh to matters of 
God, and matters of the world, Their firſt care 
muſt be, that the living God be truly worſhipped in. 
their houſes, ard that the knowledge and fear of 
him be planted 'in the hearts' of their children and. 
ſervants, To tbis end they muſt read the ſcriptures, 
and call upon the name of God amongſt them, and. 
_ catechize them in the principles of true religion, that 
none under their roof may be ignorant of the funda-. 
mental truths of godlineſs. To this end alſo they 
muſt look, that the ſabbath of the Lord be ſanctified. 
by their people, and muſt carefully and conſtantly 
bring them to the publick aſſemblies, and examine, 
them afterwards of their profiting thereby. So the, 
main care of all good and chriſtian governors ſhould. 
he, that religion may flouriſh in their houſes. Why 
hath God given the name of churches to chriſtian 
families but becauſe of thoſe holy ſervices ** Pub : 
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tickly in the ſamily ? Whereby they are all ſanctiſt- 
ed, and become even houſes of God to dwell in. If. 
this care be wanting, they ſhall. alſo want God's bleſ- - 


ſing on all other their cares; yea, their family ſhall: 
be but a nurſery for hell, their children: and 
ſervants remaining ſtill children and ſervants of 
the devil, becauſe they. neglect thoſe means by: 


which they ſhould be made the children and ſer- 


vants of God. Were it not better, in regard of them- 


ſelves, to have kept, no family, than-fuch a family, 


whereof the members. are brought y to nothing but. 
damnation ? Wherefore nothing in ſcripture is more 
eyidently required than that fathers bring up their, 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,. 
and that they continually het the law of God upon 
them, and be talking of it to them, whilſt they fit. 
in their houſes. And leſt we ſhoulg think that this. 
care appertained to the parent alone, and not unto the: 


maſter alſo, Abraham is commended, for that he- 


would command his ſervants to fear the Lord, that- 
it might. go well with him and them both. And. 
Joſiua unde rtak eth for himſelf and family, that they: 


will ſerve God, And. when God enjoineth the maſ-. 


ter to look to his whale family that they break not- 
the ſabbath, muſt not the negative here, as well as. 
in other commandments, include the affirmative ?. 
And how ſhall he look that they ſanctify God's ſab- 
bath, if he take no pains to bring them to the Know- 
ledge of God and of his ſervice ? Wherefore let man. 
apd wiſe be principally helpful to each other in this. 
buſineſs, When the huſband is preſent, let him read, 


and pray with his family, and teach them the fear. 
of the Lord. In his abſence let the wife do theſe 


duties, or at leaſt take care to ſee them done; and 
let them both provide conyenient time and. leiſure. 
far the ſame, and. each quicken the ſlackneſs of o- 
ther, if either begin to grow ſlack. Seeing they, de- 
ſire to be called God's. ſerxants, let them deſerye- 
that name, and be careful to do him ſervice in their, 


little common- wealth. How can they look for proſ- 


rous ſucceſs in any thing, if the homage due unto, 
the chief Lord be neglected? Why ſhould he be ac-. 


| 


a ; | (44), 
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* counted worſe than an infidel, who provideth not 
food and cloathing for his family; and he that lets | 
2 their fouls go naked for want of that which is food © - | 
and cloathing both unto them, I mean inſtraftion 
in the things that pertain to life and godlineſs, de- 
| ſerve a leſs diſgraceful name ? Here therefore let 
man and wife be ever ready to ſtir up each other out 
of that ſloth and negligence which will be ever re- 
|  dyito ſeize upon them. But how ſeldom this is done, 
7 lamentable experience can teach us. Sometimes the 
| huſband would have God ſerved in the family, and 
2 then the wife hangs off, and counts it loſs of time. 
N Sometimes again the wife would fain have the wor- 
ſhip of God find place under their roof, and he, 
like a profane beaſt, calls it preciſeneſs, and will not 
have an hour ſpent ſo idly. Sometimes both con- 
ſpire in negligence and omiſſion: but how ſeldom 
o their deſires and endeavours meet in this moſt 
need ſul point? How ſeldom do they provoke and 2 
encourage each other in ſo profitable works ? | 
3 Now therefore, I ſay again, let all huſbands and 
| wives that fear God he of one mind in the Lord, and 
let them not fail in ufingall good means to plant and 
water piety in their people's hearts, by eſtabliſhing 
'the exerciſes. of religion in their houfes : and thus 
for the matters of God: muſt they govern well. 

No for the matters of the world alfo, they muſt 
overſee the ways of their families. Of this overſight. - 
theſe are the parts: Firſt, they muſt appoint their 
inferiors ſuch works and ſervices, as are fit for them 

ts do, and follow them, and look after them, that 
they may perform it accordingly: for had not the 
Lord ſeen, that inferiors would ſtand in need of ſuch 
following, he would never have made this difference 
in the family. - If ſervants and children would of- 
themſelves be painful in their buſineſs, what need 
the maſter or dame to do any thing in the houſe ? 

But God faw well, that the beſt ſervants in the world 
would need help this way, and there fore ordained 
governors in a family, even two governors; one 
chief, tie other ſubordinate, that the abſence of one | 
might be ſupplied with the prefence of another: f 
7 . Secondly, 
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_ Secondly, They muſt mark the. carriage of their 
inferiors, and take notice what diforders are ræady 
ſometimes to creep in ſecretly, ſometimes. violently 
to break in; that ſuch evils may de either prevented 
or reſiſted ſpeedily, Idleneſs, tattling diſcord, and 
many more imperfefttons, are apt to ſteal upon the 
beſt-ſervants and children in the world, which the 
Lord well knowing, made rulers in the houſe, to 
keep all in good order. And if it ſeem unto us, as it 
is, a cumberſome thing thus to rule and guide an 
houſhold, we muſt remember, that God. did not 
make man to live at eaſe, and take his pleaſure, but 
to do ſervice. And though this care be troubleſome, 
yet the miſchiefs that will follow upon the want of 
it, are much more troubleſome, yet the miſchiefs 
that will fellow upon the want of it, are much more 
troubleſome : for if the eyes of the maſter and miſt- 
reſs ſtand not open to ſee and oppoſe the faults of 
thoſe that are under them, they will grow bold and 
licentious, and full of wickedneſs, be the governors 
otherwiſc neyer ſo godly ; but by their mutual care, 
this duty may be eaſy to both, and much peace fol- 
low in the houſe. k p | 
_ Laſtly, They muſt join in admoniſhing, encourag- 
ing, reproving, and, if need be, correcting their in- 
feriors: both muſt diſcountenance thoſe that carry 
themſelves ill, and both muſt commend them of 
good behaviour, that ſo they may both maintain each 
other's authority to the full. If one think fit, by ſome 
little kindneſs, to encourage any in the family, the 
other muſt not grudge; if the one will reprove, the 
other muſt not defend; if he will correct the child- 
ren, ſhe muſt not grow angry and ſave them; nei- 
ther muſt he ſave them out of her hands, when ſhe 
ſeeth cauſe to give chaſtiſement, | Suppoſe that ei- 
ther of them exceed this way, correcting either with- 
out cauſe, or above meaſure, the. other muſt not 
make a brawl of it before the face of the inferiors; 
but they muſt quietly debate the matter each with 
other alone, and keep their diſagreements in this 
kind from appearing in the family; for if he do, and 
ſhe undo, or if ſhe chide, and he defend, * 
i | | 8 
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the heartburnings which will grow betwixt them» 
lol vet) they ſhall alfo ſo leſſen each other's power in 
the family, that both at laſt ſhall grow into contempt. 
They muſt therefore fo join hands in theſe works, 
that their diſſention may not blaſt the fruit of all. 
their endeavours. It is harmful to nouriſh as it were 
a domeſtick faction in this little common-wealth. 
What one likes or diſlikes, let the other (at leaſt by 
lence for the preſent) feem alſo to like or diſlike, 
and let them never difagree, in admoniſhing, or cor- 

tecting, or commending ; fo ſhall their diſcreet con- 
cord preſerve their authority among their people, en- 
creaſe their love each to other, and vrocure amend-- 
ment in. their inferiors, And fo much be ſpoken of. 
the joint duties of huſband and wife, both towards- 
themſelves and toward their families, both for main-- 
tenance and for government. We come now to- 
ſpeak of ſuch duties as are peculiar to either of them, 
wherein we will firſt inform the huſband, and after- 
wards the wife. | 


CHAP. VII. 
Of a man's keeping lis authority. 
HE huſband's ſpecial duties are referred to two- 


1 heads; he muſt govern his wife, and main- 
tain her; and as our Lord Jeſus is to his church, fo 
muſt he be to his wife, an head and ſaviour. As- 
for government; two things alſo are required of him; 
ene, that he keep his authority; the other, that he 
uſe it. Firſt then, every man is bound to maintain 
himſelf in that place in which his maker hath ſet 
him, and to hold faſt that reverence and preceden- 
ey which both God and nature have affigned him. 
Nature hath framed the lineaments of his body to ſu- 
zenority, and ſet the print of government in his very 
e, which is more . leſs delicate than the 
. woman's ; - 
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woman s; he muſt not: ſuffer this order of nature to 
be inverted. The Lord, in his word, hath intitled 
him the head; wherefore he muſt not. ſtand lower 
than the ſboulders; if he do doubtleſs it makes a 
great deformity in the family. And without 1 
tion it is is a fan for a man to come lower than God 
Bath ſet him. Itis not humility, but baſeneſs, to be 
ruled by her, whom he ſhould rule. No general 
would thank a captain, for ſurrendering his place ta 
ſome common ſoldier, nor will God an huſband, for 
ſuffering his wife to bear the ſway. At is diſhonour- 
able to the prince, if ſubordinate. officers yield the 
honour of their places to meaner ſubjeRs ;'and the 
contempt redounds upon God, which a man is will- 
ing to take upon himſelf, by ing his wife his 
maſter. God's authority inveſted in his perſon he 
muſt not permit to be troden down and deſpiſed: 
For this St. Paul hath given us a rule, ſaying, Let 
every man abide in the place wheran he is called, It muſt 
be underſtood as well of the place for order and go- 
vernment, as for condition of life. But here perhaps 
ſome weak - ſpirited man may ſay, The thing you 
ſpeak is reaſonable, if a man-could do it: But ex- 
EG ſhews, it is ſooner ſaid than doue; for him- 
_ felfy he hath met with ſuch a virago, that will be go- 
vernor, or will overturn all; and againſt ſuch a . 
froward and ſturdy-ſpirited dame who can preſerve 
his authority ? To ſuch objector I anſwer, That moſt 
men caſt the blame, of loſing their authority, upon 
their wives, when in truth it is wholly due unto them- 
Jelves; for it is not extorted from them by the wife's 
violence, but caſt away by their own indiſcretion. 
It is not indeed in any man's power, to reſtrain a 
violent woman from aſſailing his authority, but it. is 
from winning it. Whether ſhe ſhall break forth in- 
to contempt, he cannot chuſe; but whether he will 
proſtitute himſelf unto contempt, that he may and 
_ muſt chuſe, Many a city is fiercely aflaulted, and 
not taken. Many a woman ftrives to break thegoke, 
but is not able. So long as the huſband's behaviour 
is ſuch, that the wife's ſoul (after that ſhe hath zeco- 


vered herſelf out of the drunkennels of paſſion) is 


( 48") 
forced to blame her own rebelliouſneſs, and in her 
conſcience to acknowledge him worthy the better 
place: So long hath he duly preſerved his authority 
againſt all her rude and diſloyal reſiſtance. Know 
ye therefore all ye Huſbands, that the way o main- 
tain authority, is not to uſe violence, but {kill, Not 
by main force muſt an huſband hold his own againſt 
his wife's undutifulneſs, but by a more mild, gentle, 
. and wiſe proceeding. We wiſh not any man to uſe 
big looks, great words, and a fierce behaviour, but 
we adviſe you to a more eaſy and certain courſe ; 
Firſt, Let the huſband endeavour togain all commend- 
able virtues, and to exceed his wife as much in good- 
neſsas he doth in place. Let his wife ſee in him ſuch 
humility, ſuch godlineſs, wiſdom, as may cauſe her 
heart to to confeſs, that there is in him ſomething 


that deſerveth to be ſtooped to: Let him walk up- 


rightly, chriſtianly, ſoberly, religiouſly, in his fami- 
ly, and give a good example to all in the houſhold; 
| then ſhall the wife willingly give him the better 
place, when ſhe cannot but ſze him to be the better 
perſon. No inferior can chuſe but in his ſoul it 

to that ſuperior in whom grace and God's image dot 
appear according to his place, A virtuous man ſhall 
be regarded in the conſcience of the worſt woman, 
yea, in the behaviour alſo of any that is not mon- 
ſtrous. It is no. burden to any to yield themſelves 


to ſuch a one as is apparently better than themſelves. 


It is true, that (in a mad fit) the wife of the beſt 
Huſband may fling forth, and be undutiful ; but 
when ſhe is returned to herſelf, ſhe ſhall condemn 
herfelf, and juſtify him; and fo, inſtead of loſing 
his, authority, he recovers | his own with advan- 
tage. Be you therefore all aſſured, that you ſhall 


find virtuous carriage the beſt preſervatives of e- 


ſeem. Take pains then to make thyſelf good, and 
that is the molt compendious way to make thyſelf re- 
verenced,*” _ + © e ra 
But as in general, we preſcribe a good conver- 
_ Cation for the beſt preſerver of à man's authority 
in the family, fo eſpecially muſt all husbands he 
counſelled to ſhun evils that make every a to 
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li — vile in the eyes of thoſe that ſee him ſo diſor- 
i derxed. 

The firſt of theſe is bitterneſs, as the Apoſtle Paul 
terms it, in giving all huſbands warning of it, ſaying, 
Be not bitter to your wives, Sharp, tart carriage, conſiſt- 
ing of reviling, ſtriking, and other furious words and 
geſtures, he fitly calleth bitterneſs, becauſe it is as of- 
fenſive to the mind as gall and wormwood to the 
pallate. This bitterneſs ſhews folly, and works 
hatred, and therefore muſt needs be a great under- 
miner of authority, They will hate whom they fear, 
ſaith one well of a tyrant, A tyrannical huſband, as 
well as a tyrannical prince, ſhall thruſt himſelf be- 
ſides his place. Such demeanour bewrayeth great 
impotency of affection, and want of wiſdom, whence- 
will enſuc want of reverence, 

_ Secondly, He that would retain the pre-eminence 
of his place, muſt avoid unthriftineſs (another great 
enemy to reverence.) Drunkennels, gaming, ill 
company, are the three parts, as I may call them, of 
unthriftineſs ; the firſt drowneth wit, the ſecond 
conſumeth wealth, the third cats out the heart of all 
good conditions: And he that hath neither wit in 
his head, nor money in his purſe, nor good qualities 
in his perſon, how can he be but loathed and deſ- 
piſed. Whercfore away with drinking, gaming, 
and following ill companions, if thou wouldſt not be 
caſt at once out of the hearts of all thy family, and 
*all thy neighbours, and of thy wife alſo, both for 
love and reverence. 
Fhirdly, Lightneſs muſt be avoided by huſbands; 
fooliſh, childiſh, unſtay'd tricks, that have no im- 
preflion of gravity or diſcretion upon them, but ſa- 
vour of a Lind of boyiſhneſs. Such contemptible 
things muſt needs expoſe a man to contempt, If the 
huſband put a fool's coat upon his back, can he blame 
his wife though ſhe laugh at him ? The bitter man 
is like a frantick head, very troubleſome ; the un- 
thrifty man as a ſcald head, very fulſome; the light 
man, the jeſter, like a giddy head, very ridiculous, 
Such men will ſoon diſplace themſelyes, tho“ no 


' man ſtrive to undermine them, But let every god- 
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Ay man caſt from him all theſe baſe evils, andi ſtri ve 

for holineſs and gravity of converſation, that he. may 

be indeed a governor, and. that his ſuperiority (ſup- 

2 by ſuch pillars) may ſtand upright. and un- 
aKcn, 


. | CHAP. IX. 
| | Of the parts and-ends of a man's authority. 


| | UT authority - muſt be exerciſed as well as pre- 
ſerved; yea. verily it cannot be kept, unleſs it 
be uſed, being like a ſword, that will ruſt if it lie 
{till in the ſcabbard without ukng. Now that men | 
f may underſtand how to uſe this precious thing (for > 
8 authority is one of the richeſt jewels in the world, 
f it is a model of God's ſyvercignty, and the very life 
| and fſout of all ſocieties) it is neceſſary fr us to di- 
rect them herein, by ſtanding upon three points:: 
| Firſt, to ſhew the, parts of authority; ſecondly, the 
end; and thirdly, the manner of uling it. Of the 
Parts of authority firſt, I mean by authority, a power 
| | of exerciſing government over another; and this 
hath two parts, to guide 2nd to recompence, to dt- 
reft and to requite. Direction conſiſts in the en- 
Joining of lawful things to Le done, andinthefor- 
bidding of things at leaſt indifferent. Recompenſe 
is.alſo double, of good and obedient carriage, by-com- 
mendatien and rewards ; of evil and diſobedient, by 
reproofs and puniſhments, Theſe are the paris of 
government, I mean thoſ2 things which a governor 
* virtue of his place both may and muſt take upon 
him to do, and which are ſo appropriated to the 
place of a governor, that none other may adven- 
ture to do them all, urleſs he will exceed his voca- 
tion, fin againſt God, and wrong the perſon over 
avhom he uſurpeth. Now, concerning all theſe, 
commanding, forbidding, com mending, rewarding, 
| 5 . reprov- 
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_ reprovingy it is of alt hands granted, that it is law fa 
for an huſband to exerciſe them all upon his wife ;- 


yea, and for ſome kind of puniſhment alſo, by with- 
drawing from her the plentiful demonſtrations of 
kindneſs, and fruits of his liberty, and by abridging. 
her of her liberty, and the enjoyment of many things 
delightful, an huſband nay infli the ſame. | 
We muſt next ſhew the end, whereto he muſt di- 
rect all, and each of theſe parts; and that is the good 


of his wife, the increaſe of virtue in her, and refor- 
mation of vice; the making her beiter, and helping 


her to comfort here. and ſalvation hereafter. So all- 
governors have their power from God, rather for 
the benefit of them whom they govern, than for their 
own eaſe, pleaſure, profit. In like ſort the huſband- 
hath this his domeſtical ſovereignty, that God, the- 
vernor of all, may receive more glory by the com- 
fortable fruit of” his own ordinance to them that 
yield unto it. The aiming at this end, would be a3 
great a furtherance as any could be, to the well be · 
ing of a family, and would keep out alinoſt-all the 
miſchiefs wherewith now divers houſholds are little 
leſs than rent in · pieces; ſor moſt men never dream 
of this end, but ſerve themſelves wholly in govern- 


ing, and regard not their wives at all. The not 
knowing why they govern, makes huſbands govern - 


amiſs, and ſo become burdens to themſelves and 


their wives: He that ſhoots ar a wrong mark, cannot 
but ſhoot awry; and he muſt needs take a wrong way, 


that miſtakes the town to which he ſhould travel. 
Wherefore an huſbany ſhould often demand of him- 
felf, ſaying, Why am I the chief in this houſhold ? 


and why licth.the government on my ſhoulders ? Is 
it that I ſhould live at more eaſe than any in the fa-- 


mily ? that F ſhould fulfk mine own wiſhes, and 
bave what would; and that every one ſhould care 
for me, and i for none? No; for: the head in the 


dody was not created · for ĩts own ſake; and I would 


count him an evil magiſtrate and miniſter, that 


ſhould bewray ſuch a conceit in his place. But here 


Jam the chief, that all may fare the beer for me; 
| . 2 hat 


1 


ſelf to rule well, 
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that by my uſing more wiſdom, and taking more 


pains, and ſhewing more virtues than any of the fa- 
mily, all che ſamily may live more orderly and com- 
fortably (and eſpecially my wife) may enjoy more 
quiet, and get more grace than could be attained, if 


were away. The fruit of my ruling my wife, muſt 
be her comfort and happineſs ; neither muſt I ac- 
count any happineſs to myſelf, wherein ſhe hath not 
her portion; ſo by often informing himfelf to what 
rpofe he ruleth, he ſhall exceedingly help him- 


CHAP, x. 


Of juſtice in the huſband's government. 5 


. 


B UT to ſhoot at the mark, is not much praiſe- 
10 worthy, unleſs a man hit it; ſo fer a man to 
intend his wife's good, unleſs he effect it alſo, is not 
much to his commendation. Now the only way of 
attaining the end of any buſineſs, is to do it in a right 
manner. Wherefore we will direct bufbands how 
they ſhall rule, ſo as to weaken every corruption, and 
ſengthen every virtue ir-iheir wives, and to make 
their lives ten times more holy and happy than elſe 
they could be, and to give them juſt cauſe (which is 
the moſt deſirable thing that can be in government) 
of hearty praiſing the name of God for their meet- 
ing together in marriage. As leaſt, if the huſband 
follow theſe directions, he ſhall be blameleſs in miſ- 
ing his end, becauſe he doth not miſs it through his 
own default, but by means of ſomething that lies not 


in his power to prevent. Io the point, then: A. 
man in governing his wife, muſt govern himſelf, 
- according to the ruies of the' three, principal vir- 
tues which are of moſt uſe, as in all places of go- 


vernment; ſo likewiſe in this domeſtick kingdom: 


for ſo it is, and ſo it may moſt properly be called. 


Thefe 
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© |} - Theſe virtues are juſtice, wiſdom, mildneſs ; with 
al the practice of which, he muſt tempeꝝthe exereiſe of 
al his authority, and then ſhall he bring glory to God, 
+ aud good to his wife and to himſelf in governing. 
a Juſtice is the life and foul of government, Without 
C which, it is no better than a dead carcaſe,” Wiſdom - 


is the eye of government, without which, it is hke - 
ot a ſtrong ſoldier, ſtark blind. Mildvefs is the health 


8 and good conſtitution of government, without which, . 
"yy it is like a big body full of diſeaſes ; unjuſt govern- 


ment is tyranny ; unwiſe government is folly ; un- 
mild government is cruelty ; but juſt, wiſe, and | 
> mild government, is government indeed, cauling . 
| ___ the huſband to be, as it were, God in the family, 4 
reſemblance of the ſovereignty, and goodneſs of him 
that inſtituted matrimony. - Let us begin with Juſtice, - 
thefoul of government; the abſence whereof- doth 

- make it degenerate into odious tyranny - 4 
By juſtice, I mean that which is commonly call-+ 
ed diſtributive juſtice, Which conſiſts in fitting tho 


uſage of perſons under autherity, both to the ſupe - 
to riors limits, and to the inferiors deſervings. This - 
R muſt be practiſed both in dire&ing and recompenc- 
of ing: For the firſt, he muſt learn ſo to command, not 
ht as the chief and abſolute commander, but as one Who 
a4 himſelf ſtands under a ſuperior power, to which he 
ad doth more owe ſubjection, than his wife to him. 


Wherefore he-muſt in no fart abuſe his authority, ta 
force his wife to things that are ſinful. What Gd 
commandeth, he nas forbid; what God for + 
biddeth, he muſt not command. What: the wife - 
cannot either perform, or omit, without finning a- 
ainſt God and her own ſoul (becauſe either the - 
— himſelf, or ſome ſuperior powers, have inter- 

their authority, ) that it as extreme injuſtice - - 

or the huſband to require or to prohi bit. This u 
to thruſt her into the fire of Hell, ſo much as in him 

lieth; out of which, if ſne be not drawn by a ſtrong 
hand, ſhe muſt be damned for yielding, he for en- 


mands, he ſhall violate the laws of wiſdom and ub. - 
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joining. Where fore in ſuch abſurd and ſinful com- 


* (54) | 
tice both at once, and ſhew himſelf in the ſame-at- 
tion both a fool towards her, and a rebel againſt 


God. For it is the 1 degree, both of unrighte- 


ouſneſs and of folly, for the fubordinate governor to 
take upon him above the ſovereign. Let no huſ- 


band, therefore, forget, that the Lord in heaven, 


and the publick iſtrate on earth, are above both 
him and his wife, and that they both ought equally 


to be ſubject to theſe; and therefore, let him never 


fet his private authority againſt theſe authorities that 


are ſtronger than his, nor make his wife undutiful io 
either of theſe, by a falſe elaim of duty to himſelf. 
It is a tyranny and ufurpation for any governot to be 


ignorant of, or to tranſgreſs the bounds of his own 
place: for a man to command his wife to lie for his 
advantage; io break the ſabbath for his gain; to par- 
ticipate in his ſraud, or the like; nothing is more ab- 
horrent from equity. 3 | 

Where princes have commanded their ſubje&s to 


worſhip images, or commit other iniquities, they 
have brough# upon themſelves the odious name of ty- 
- rants; and the not yielding to their ſinful command- 


ments, have been an high praife-unto their, ſubjects. 
Doubtleſs the huſband may, with leſs ſhew of reaſon, 


challenge power to appoint ſuch Hrings; and ſo to 


forbid his wife to pray unto God, to come to the word 
and ſacraments, to ſhew mercy to the diſtreſſed with. 
diſcretion : This is againſt right in the higheſt de- 
ee. When Darius commanded, that no man ſhould 
invocate the name of God for thirty days, the pro- 
phet Daniel would not condeſeend to ſuch a com- 


mand; Why then ſhould a wife hearken to her huſ- 


band in che like caſe, to the apparent tranſgreſſing 
of her maker's law ? Nay, why ſhould any man be ſo 
exorbitant in bis ruling, as to call for obedience in 
fuch things f See then (all ye h&fbands) that your 
words toy, wives hold agreement with the laws 
of God; elſe you govern not, but tyfannize ; and to 


diſobey you, is the beſt'obedience ; or rather to with · 
draw one ſelf from following your ill · ordered direc- 


tions, is not to deny ſul. jection to ycur place, power 
3 e WH | 


| and 
. 


if 
| | 
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HY and perfons, but to your fins, lufts, and corruption 


yea, to the devil himſelf who rules in you, and abu- 
feth your tongues as his inſtruments in fuch a. caſc. 
If Adam were guilty for bearkening to the voice of 
his wiſe, contrary to God's voice, doubtleſs ſhe ſhould 


have been puniſhed alſo, for hearkening to bis voice 


againſt God's. | "0 | 
But this rule of juſtice muſt be extended yet a lit- 


tle further; not alone in — that are unlawful, 
but alſo in things that to the wife's erring conſcience - 
ſeem 'unlawful, muſt the huſband forbear the urg 


ing his authority. What ſhe doth account a ſin, that 
the huſband ought not to force hes to. The conſci - 
ence is God's immediate officer, and commanding by 
virtus of its commiſhon (ihe will of God zevealed in 
ſcriptures) though it err in conſtruttion of that com- 
— muſt yet be obeyed, and over weigk the au- 


'[- - © thority of all other commanders, till with due rea- 
ſons, manifeſting ſuch miſtaking, it be better inform 


ed, and duly ſatisfied. For whoſoever accuſtometh 
to go againſt conſcience in things, that though voy 
be not, yet are judged to be fins, will at length 

blot out all conſcience, as te go againſt it in things 
that are really faults. Who fo will. make bold with 
an erroneous conſcience, ſhall procure to himſelf ei- 
ther a dead and ſeared, or &lfe a perplexed conſci- 
ence. So a man in offering violence to his wife's 


conſcience, ſhall quickly drive her either to utter 
careleſſneſs, or: utter uncomfortablencſs ; for in cro{- 


-ling the ſentence of her own ſoul, either ſhe ſhall put 
it quite to ſilence, or make it ſo terxibly clamorous, 
that the noiſe of terzors ſhall be always found in her 
ears, andher life {ball be unto her as tedious, as if 


me were upon the rack, through the fierce and in- 


ward accuſaſions of her own accuſer and judge. 


Wherefore, in caſes of this nature, when a woman, 


through -weaknels of judgment, reputeth a thing in- 
[different to be ſinſul, the huſband muſt not, by ve- 


bemence, ampel his wife's practice agaivit her con- 


ſcience, but with pity and genileneſs ſeek io free her - 


ſoul from the entauglement of. fuch error, by better 


information; - ſtill - remembering, eee 
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the ſupreme commander of man, next under God, 
and hath the moſt ſovereign authority over mens ac- 
tions, - The truth is yet, that if the pretend conſci- 
' ence, when it is but wilfulneſs, he muſt a while wait 
ſor the healing of this ſtiffneſs : but if fair perſuaſions 
will not reclaim her, he muſt at length uſe the au- 
thority beſtowed upon him by God, and expreſly. 
enjoin her to change her obſtinacy into ſubjection. 
You will, perhaps, demand, how-a man ſhould know - 
whether his wife be witful or ſcrupulous ? For firſt, . 
Scruple of conſcience is grounded upon the word of 
God, and taketh occaſion of doubting from ſome text 
of ſcripture, that carrieth at "leaſt an appearance of 
condemning that, whereof it makes queſtion, But: 
obſtinacy is ever up with conſcience. 

Conſcience, when yet it is backed with no part of 
God's word, that can in any probability be thought» 1} 
to induce to a fear of doing or omitting, what it re- 
fuſeth to do or omit, Where wilful error, without g 
conſcience, hinders yielding, no heed mult be taken 
to it: when an erroneous conſcience hindereth, it 
muſt. be tenderly . handled. Therefore if a woman 
can produce ſome word of God (that maketh her 
doubt of the lawfulneſs of.a thing) though it be per- 
haps miſinterpreted to her, ſhe muſt be reſolved, not. 
compelled : but if ſhe ſtand upon terms of conſci- 
ence, without God's word, without God's word, ſhe . ; 
may be compelled, becauſe there is no other way f { 
reſolving her; for not every ſcruple of heart doth 
make a thing fin to a man in whom it is, but that a- 
lone which 1s grounded. upon ſcriptures; iv which 
. caſe, conſcience (though miſinſormed) retains its 

own authority; and ſo to inforce a woman againſt it, 
were to force her to ſin. | 430 
Again, it may be thought the ——.— of conſci - 
ence, when things indifferent are deemed either ſin- 
ful. or needfdi; and if ſuch things; it is a point of 
juſtice to tender a weak conſcience: but if one will 


- 


+ ſeem to make a conſcience of doing that, and ſo re- 


fuſe to do it, which God hath commanded plainly; | 
this is ſure wilfulneſs in error, not infirmity of con- 
A4cience; and therefore here the wife is _— = 
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borne with; but after good means uſed- to diſcover 
her error, if ſhe perſiſt in wilfulneſs, he may juſtly be 
ſo much the more urgent, by how much ſhe is 
more backward. But be not ſo unrighteous towards 
thy wife, as to urge her either to diſpleaſe God or 
her conſcience in a thing indifferent, leaning:on the 
word of God: for none is Lord of conſcience; but 


only God, the Lord of heaven and earth. And thus 


much for juſtice in the matter of directing. 2 85 
It muſt be exerciied alſoen requiting ei her the bad 
or good carriage of the wife, Bad behaviour may 
be requited with reprooſs and correction (as we ſaid 
above) only ſo, that juſtice be obſerved herein. And 
to this end two rules muſt be given, one in regard of 
the thing for which, another in regard of the mea- 


fure wherein, one reproveth or correcteth: Firſt, No 


reproof or correction muſt be given without a fault; 
where no ſin hath gone before to deſerve ſuch hard- 
neſs, it cannot without much injuſtice be pratti ſed 


againſt her. No good chirurgcon will lay a plaiſter 


upon a ſound place, that were always a needleſs la- 


hour, moſt times dangerous, for ſome medicines will 


make the ſound fleſh: ſore; ſo neither muſt an huſ- 
band find fault, where no faults, for ſear of making 
a fault Where none elſe would be-. | wer? 
Here we muſt alſo obſerve, that a fault: reformed 
muſt go in the account of no fault; and therefore a 
woman muſt never be upbraided: with. it: for an up- 
braiding is a reproof, and a fin amended, is after»a 
fort annihilated. Indeed former faults may: juſtly be 


alledged, to aggravate the ſame offence reiterated: 


but if the wife do not repeat her fin in committing, 
the huſband: ſhal! deal exceeding unjuſtly, if he re- 


| peat it in reproving. Wherefore chafe not againſt 


thy wife for no fault, reprove not her when ſhe diſ- 
honours not God, neither let paſſion ever make thee 
repeat thoſe things which ſhe hath reformed ; ſo ſhall 
thy ways be conformable to juſtice in this point, of 


| xeproving or puniſhing, as to the cauſe of doing. But 


the meaſure of doing is in every _ almoſt of as 


need ful obſervation as the cauſe; for juſtice is to pro- 


portion the reproof or puniſhment to the fault. 


But 


8 ( 58 ) 1. 
But to come a little nearer to the point : The huſ- 
dand muſt know, that. for puniſhing his wife, he 

muſt come exceeding flowly to it, andcbe very ſel- 
dom in it, never proceeding unto it tiil compelled, 

_ "becauſe other means have been fruſtrated.. For a 
man to eſtrange his countenance and behaviour to- 
Wards his wife, to withdraw the'teſtimonies of hrs 
love, to ceaſe to truſt her, or to ſpeak familiarly and 
chearſully to her; theſe are ſuch things as deſerve. 
the name of chaſtiſemerns. The wife Hadbath not 
forgotten all good affection to her huſband, cannot 

but ſmart and bleed under theſe ſtripes (as I may call 

them). They are therefore to be of rare uſe, and not 

applied at all, till the groſſneſs of much miſdemean- 
our ſhalb compel. For all things of this kind, whe-- 

ther reproofs or chaſtiſements/ they mult ſtill be more 
or leſs ſharp, as the fault is greater or. leifer, being 
- fuitable not to the paſſion, or loſs, or hurt of the 
re prover: but to the In or: offence of the reproved. 

Another part of juſtice, in recompencing, is, that 


| ITY - the good deeds go not unrecompenced; rewards and 


commendations muſt. be given; to increaſe the good 
things that are in the wife, as well as reproofs to di- 
miniſti the evił. Solomon ſaith, that the huſband of the - 
ood wife ſhall praiſe her: and again he ſaith, Give 
her of the labour of her hands. A man muſt give 
his wife to underſtand, by words. of comfortable ap- 
probation, what content he takes in her good and 
dutiful behaviour. He muſt animate and incouxage- 
her to. a perpetuity of pleaſing and loyal carriage, by 
ſome ſpecial courteſies in which ſhe will moſt de- 
light: for the chearſul countenance, amiableneſs; al- 
fableneſs, and liberality of the haſband, is-to the 
good wife a cauſe of as great content as, any thing in- 
the world; next to the favour of God; MWherefone 
if ever thou wilt live happily in matrimony, feed vir- 
tue, nouriſ obedience, confirm al good qualities, 
waer and refreſh the tender buds of thrifr, duteful-- 
neſs, and other\graces which begin to -appear. Let 
thy wife ſee, that thou-doſt much more willingly look. 
upon the beſt things, and more often remember them, 
and that thou hadſt much rather be telling —_ 
A | Ee 1221 8 
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> good than of her evil, and making much of her than 

| reprehending: for doubtleſs when all is done, ęxpe- 
rience-ſhall prove, that the ſweet herbs grow faireſt 

pf and ſafeft in the ſun«ſhine ;.and many a wife had been 

very good, if the huſband could have Teen and fol- 

tered a liule goodneſs at the firſt. 44 


| LL rel. 
\C-H AP. XI. 
Of HAS DOM. 


uk next virtue of the huſband is wiſdom, the 
1 eye of government, which muſt help juſtice in 
her place: for when virtuesare knit together in a near 
oY band, one will draw on "another, This wiſdom is 
the ſtern of authority, which muſt guide it in an 
* even and fleady 8 that. it neither daſh upon ſla- 
5 viſh fear, as a rock on the leſt hand, nor upon con- 
| tempt, as a dangerous quickſand on the right hand. 
7 The principal uſe of wildom is to behave one's ſelf 
fo uprightly, that love and reverence may not anter- 
fere, and the one cut and deſtroy the other, It 1s 
hard, of an inferior ſo ſamiliar, to be loved and not 
fightly ſet by, iſ one's carriage be kind and familiar; 
| harder, if.one's behaviour be more reſerved, to be re- 
F verenced, and not {laviſhly feared. Prudence there- 
fore muſt manage all things ſo, that it may keep theſe 
two affections in their due temper, free from excels, 
and ſree from defe&, that a man may do good according 
to the dignity of his place: ſor affections will eaſily 
fall foul upon each other, and wound one the other, 
to the overthrow of both. Love will turn fear into a 
flender reſpe&, fear will turn love into hatred and 
de ſpight: but diſcretion muſt ſo ſerve the turn of 
both in due time and ſeaſon, that both may be pre- 
ſerved in their due meaſure. More particularly, wil- 
dom muſt give rules for the right ordering of autho- - 
Tity, in general Grit, and then of each part of 175 « 
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. "Firſt then in general, it is a main part of wiſdom 
* in an huſband, to conform the uſe of his authority 
to the diſpoſition of his wife, to which purpoſe he 
| muſt labour much to become throughly acquainted 
br with the temper of his wife's mind. There is great 
| difference of women's natures, Some are more 
ſtiff, ſome more pliant, ſome will bemore ealily 
1 $ ruled, ſome with more difficulty, ſomerequire 
7; more ſharpneſs, others will be better wrought 
upon with gentleneſs; and the maſter- piece of wiſ- 
dom is, to frame all | commandments, reproofs, 
rewards, and fitly to the. conditions of the patty. 
Some will be ſooner perſuaded than compelled, and 
ſome contrarily; which diverſity of diſpoſitions if a 
man mark not, he ſhall create to himſelf and to his 
wife a great deal of unneceſſary labour. A ſoft, ten- 
der, and gentle woman mult be dealt with more ten- 
derly ; a rough high- ſpirited woman with more ſtern- 
neſs and ſeverity, Whether a man command or re- 
prove, or whatſoever elſe he doth or ſpeaketh. And 
mim this caſe an huſband muſt not follow his own in- 
ctination, but bow himſelf to the temper of his wife. 
| Phyſicians give not the ſame phyſick to all bodies, 
FI and preſcribe not ſuch drugs as they have neareſt 
1. hand, but as are beſt befitting the patient's body. “ 
Thoſe alſo that deal in metals, give not the ſame 
4 heat to every metal; lead will be ſooner and with 
38 more eaſe melted; iron muſt have more coals and 
$14 more blowing. The Huſband muſt diligently ob- 
ferve by his wife's actions, whether ſhe be lead or 
iron. A governor ſhould know the conſtitution of 
thoſe that are under his government, and behave 
himſelf towards them differently, according as they 
= differs as they are more given to Rer. or chafe, to 
? be dejefted or to be careleſs, ſo muſt a man meaſure 
LR out his actions, and the manner of them, that he 
may moſt heal (and leaſt provoke) thoſe paſhons 
wherewith · the woman is moſt apt to be overcome. | 
Neither will this prove impoſſible to attain, conſi- 
dering the continual occaſion of conveiſing together 
will afford means of informing a man's ſelf in this 
point, if he take but any reaſonable heed thereof, and 
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pray the lord of heaven to. furniſh him with diſcre- 
tion, St. Pater points all — of diſcreti- 
tion, when he faith, Woman is weaker veſſel; 
meaning, ſubje& to more natural imperfections than 
the man; and the proportion of that precept holds, 


alſo in regard of the difference of the natures of Wo- 


men amongſt themſelves, fume being weaker than 
ſome. Wherefore in this matter mult the huſband. 
ſhew himſelf a man of knowledge in dwelling with. 


his wife. | 


The example of our Saviour Chriſt's government 


may become our precedent: for he doth well con- 


ſider, as the nature of all ine members of his myſtical 
body (for they be all but duſt, and full of frailties) 
fo the particular nature of each of them; by which it 


comes to pas, that ſome are fuller of infirmities than 


others, Chriſt's wiſdom therefore ſhews itſelf in. 
mixing a fit cup of conſolation or affliction for every 
ſoul : every huſband muſt carefully imitate his exam- 
ple, for if ſome women ſhould be reproved ſo often. 
and ſharply as others, they would be quite diſheart- 
ned; and ſome, if they ſhould receive ſo great kind- 
neſs and commendations as others, would be quite 


| ſwoln up with pride. Now the art of government 


muſt moderate all things according to the nature of 
the governed: and this is it that maketh it ſo hard to 
govern well: but as I ſaid before, the Lord, the gi- 
ver of wiſdom, will not deny it to them that crave. 


this giſt at his hands. ; +. 0s. > 
"Wherefore all ye huſbands know for a certainty, 


that it ſufficeth you not to be juſt, unleſs you alſo be 
diſcreet. Thy commandments. may perhaps be not. 
unlawfyl in themſelves, but unfit for thy wife; and, 
then, though thou mayeſt not be charged with un- 
righteonſneſs, yet thou canſt not eſcape the imputa- 
tion of folly. Some man thinks, that his wife ſhould 
do, and 2 all, as he ſees ſuch and ſuch. a man's 
wife, and accordingly he carries himſelf towards 


her, and looks to find at her hands, not conſidering 


that one laſt will not ſerve every hoe. And in this 
caſe, while moſt men will do as their neighbours do, 
and look that their wives ſhould do as thelr neigh- 


1 
*3 rf 4 
* 


* 


= = 

- © K 

EN A ty 

* cv 
9 
A 


bours wives, they fill their houſes full of contention; 
yea, many whilſt they ſollew their own paſſions, 
utterly overthrow the peace of their families, becauſe 
they will not do and ſpeak what is fitteſt for their 
wives, but what holdeth moſt agreement io their 
own humours. Now be advertiſed (for the helping. 
of many evils). that you muſt live with your wives, 
not alone as men of righteouſneſs, but as men of 
knowigege alſo. And this'is one rule of prudence in 
general, io know and obſerve the wife's diſpolition. 
Another is to chuſe fit circumſtances for command- 
ments, reproofs, rewards, and all the acts of power 
or authority, viz. Firſt, a fit time, then a fit place; 
for theſe are the moſt notable circumſtances of all 
Actions, and ſuch as require our moſt heedful obſer- 

vation. For time; there is firſt time for reproving, 
commanding, commending, and all other actions. 
And again, a time which is very unſeaſonable for ſome, 
or for any of them; and to ſet down particular direc- 
tions for that which admits of almoſt infinite variety, 


is a taſk altogether impoſſible. Wherefore in groſs, 


two rules muſt here be ſtood upon, which will eaſily 
keep out all noturious inconveniences in regard of 
time. The. rules, I confeſs, had moſt need be ob- 
ſerved in matter of reproving, that being 2 
wherein moſt wearineſs had need to be uſed, becau 
it is moſt apt to be taken in ill part; and becauſeit is 
moſt needful, and if it ſpe e niger 11749 
good ꝓſo a little thing will hinder the fruit of it, and 
make it prove very dangerous. Wherefore in admi- 
niſtering it, moſt diſcretion had need to be uſed, that 
it poiſon not inſtead of healing. But yet in all the 
- Other parts of governing, the ſame rules are ſo uni - 
verſally neceflary, that much miſchief will grow in a 
family for want of obſerving them. A comma | 
untimely given, may do as much hurt as a blow and 
an unſcaſonable precept may prove as pernicious as 
an unſeaſonable reproof. But let us ſhew what times 
rudence muſt chuſe for the doing any act of govern- | 
e Now, asu this caſe there are two perſons to 
whom this authority er namely, the perſon 
| that exerciſeth it, ind the perſon towards whom it is 
e r. exerciſed; 


a % 
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exerciſed; ſo a time of reproving or 'connizntlink 
muſt be choſen agreeable to the diſpoſition of both, 
and it muſt be then uſed, when he is fit to uſe it well, 
and ſhe to take it well F. 

Firſt then, when a man's felt is quiet, in tune, 
free from perturbation ;, then may he wifely com- 
mand, repreve, or do any other like thing, as occa- 
fon ſhall offer, that being a feafon when in all like- 


within, then is he to take due pains to bring himſelf 
into due temper again; and till that be doneMo fot- 
bear the exercifing. of 6 pore of his authority, un- 
leſs he will diſgrace himſelf through that faultineſs 


fore if thou art an huſband, take this adviee;: autho- 
rity cannot be well managed but by the hand. of wil- 
dom, therefore undertake” not to exerciſe it when 
wiſdom is banifhed: Go not about ſuch a work but 
* when thy heart is quiet, thy judgment clear, thy mind 
fettled, and when thou art thyſelf; then ſhew thy 
wife ot; then ſay What thou wouldſt have, 
then tell her o ber faults, elſe never ſhalt thou make 
ker ſee: her duty, or mend her faults, In a word; 
never go about to judge of colours, when a-mote is 
in thy eye. And thus muſt a good huſband keep 
time in regard of himſelf. | IE 


che He muſt likewiſe obſerve due ſeaſons in regard of 
and: his wife, thoſe, namely, wherein ſhe is capable of. 
hi. receiving information or reproof.” If ſhe be not fit 
that to hear, as well as himfelf to utter wholeſome: 


the words, the labour of uttering them muſt be "loſk, 
= When ſhe is quiet, chearful, well pleaſed, free _ 
From exceſhve-grief, anger, pain, ſickneſs, (Which 


oh difpoſe the ſoul to paſſion) or other like vexationg,. 
2 then is a due time of telling her of a fault, of if. 
5 as ing her to do or forbear what a man would have 
mes | | done ot forborn, elſe her paſſions will make Ker a 
rn. unable to take any thing well, as his will make him 
to: unable to do it well. Let the mind be calm, the 
hh jadgment clear, the ſoul quiet, and then caſt in good 
> words, as good ſeed into t 


je ground, that is plowed. 
aud manured, and well ried for the ſhed. Ack us | 
E 2 that: 


lihood he ſhall do-it well. But.when anger boileth. 


which'cannot but low from ſuch paſſions.. Where- 


| 164) N 
that cannot moderate himſelf in this way towards. his 
wiſe, ſhall often make three or four faults in ſpeak- 

ing of one; and make a breach by. giving that com- 
mandment which at another time would be quietly 
—A ͤ =. 1 WI 
Another circumſtance of moment is that of place, 
about which wiſdom would that theſe rules be ob- 
- ſerved, Firſt, That what parts of government carry 
with them any difficulty and diſtaſte be exerciſed. in 
private betwixt them two, wz. Reproving and com- 


manding of things that in all likelihood. may be 


againſt the mind of the wife: but, ſecondly, what 
paris are pleaſing to her, or no way contrary to the 
good-liking of nature, as the giving of commenda-. 
tions, rewards, or eaſy commandments, be done al- 
| fo, as occaſion ſerveth, before others. For hard 
commandments and reprehenſons, the ſecreteſt 
place is the moſt convenient; becauſe, if the wife 
mould at firſt hearing receive ihem paſſionately, no 
man might be acquainted with her paſſionateneſs. 
And becauſe ſhe may not have the leaſt occaſion, of 
taking up that conceit (which will blaſt the fruit of 
all good admonitions) that this he ſpcaks to put her 
T cc diſgiace. Wherefore if any thin be amils, where- 
of thou wouldſt admoniſh thy wile, take her aſide, 
and let her hear from thee, when ſhe is well aſſured, 
that no car ſhould be piivy io thy words but her own, 
I thou wouleſt have her do or forbear any thing 
Which thou thinkeſt will be diſpleaſing io her to 
hear, ſhew thy mind in private, and there perſuade, 
here thou mayeſt with more fieedom ſpeak all that 
Is fit to be ſpoken; and where (if ſome little heat 
ſhould ariſe betwixt you) it may not be publiſhed to 
the hurt of your names. It may be ohjected, 
That ſome women will not ſear to offend in publick, 
before the ſervants and children, and ſtrangers: and 
what then? Shall the huſband forbear to ſpeak to 
her, and let her go away with it ſoa? Would not this 
prove inſectious to the beholders, and make them 
apt to follow the ſame trade of evil doing? I an- 
wer, if ſuch publick faults fall out, a man may ſhew 
den a patient manucr of peaking, and make || 
* 8 = 7 : | 4 
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Wi 
appear 2 * his wiſe's fault 
that he not .*- at Tf . 19 ts: 
But I anſwer again, That in ſuch a caſe he muſt ex- 
— —— than anger, and muſt leave the Jaw- 
ſharpneſs, and (as, I may call it) wholeſome lan- 
ing, by a reproof, till his wife and himſelf be to- 


it 


alone ; and by that time ſhe will remember 
ob- ſhe overſhot herfelf, if he give her notthe ad- | 
arry vantage of replying, by being carried into ſome ab- 
d in | with her for coaipeny. Neither need a man 
m. infection of ſervants or children by faults 
y be thus healed in ſecrecy ; for his preſent grief, diſlike, 


hat and. p will work more upon them, (confider- 
) than if he ſhould fall on ohiding; 
and there will be time enough after, in her ablence, 
to give them- warning of the fin,. there will be time 
alſo to chide her for having given ſo bad an enam · 
ple. And they may know that a man hath reprov- 
ed, though they hear him not reprove; and this-will - 
well enough prevent the inſeſtion that might como 
from. her offence, Wherefore in no ſort is their raſh- - 
n O neſs to be allowed; yea, „ 
it of demned, that muſt needs out with it whoever ſtands 


her by, even before children and fervants, and perhaps 
e ſtrangers, not having the- wit nor power to re 
ide, frain themſelves till a fit- place of privateneſs may 
red, be gotten. And fo have you thoſe rules of wiſdom 
. - that concern the exerciſe of authority in general. 
mus I Thoſe follow next, which-particularly concern the 
to 8 


matter of direction, which muſt look partly-to the 
ade, | ingcommanteder forbidden panty tr ls agus 
ot comman | | 


that - cy ding. | IT 
heat Wl For the firſt, a man muſt not abaſe his authority to. 
d to tio ſortsof things that are not worthy the ſame, name- 1 
ted, V, to things trifling, nor to things ridiculous. = 1 
ick, - Firſt then, ine ix bo regrrded in e that -Y 
and the man's authority deſcend: nog; unte too mean _- 
K to and trivial things. The 'buſband muſt not be 
this Y biddingand intermeddling by commandments in the * 
* fmall buſineſſa of the family; he mult leave ſome - 
an- things in the family to the diſcretion of his wiſe, that « 
de tcillingneſs — 
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ployed. in theſe things he ſhould, permit his wiſe 
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to rule underhim, and give her leave to know mote 
than himſelf, who hath whightiar ates, land org 
nearly touching the welfare of his houſhold, to exer- 
ciſe his knowledge in. And ifin.any of theſe matters, 
he ſhall meet with any diſorder, it were a: part. of 
wiſdom in him to aduiſe and counſel, rather than io 
charge and command. See therefore that the mat- 
ter be ſo much worth before ihou lay a charge con- 
cerning it; for he that ſor; every light thing willlbe 
drawing gout his commandment,.. ſhall, to his grief, 
| We, that ii will be much eſteemed in 
* een, Let him never command ſenſeleſ and 
Unteaſonable things, fuch as are grounded meerly 
upon his will, and upon no good reaſou beſides. 
Such commandments will xd pd take him. for an 
Heady fool, add not a wiſe head; and that conceit 
can never ariſe, but with the utter ruin of her reve- 
rence, and ſo of his. authority... For a man io inſorce 
his wife by the, power of his authority, to take up a 
feather, to Wag a {traw, or.the like; becauſe forſooth 
he will, have it ſo, andi ſhew that he is her maſter, 
expoſeth him to.contempt,. and in making it appear. 
that he is maſter over her body, he ceaſeth to be 
aſter over her heart. I conſeſs the woman ſhould 
beſo, perſectly ſubje dt, as to caſt. her eyes only upon 
then lawfulnels or unlawfulneſs of, the thing com- 
ganded; but, the huſband. ſhould conſder ſurther, 
and look at whathe,gives: in charge be commodi- 
ous, aſeful, and needfal to be done. He thatwiths * 
out reaſon,enjoius. lis wife to do any thing, doth all 
one as i f he ſkould ride without ajbridle. If ſuch a 
man's horſe be not excceding gentle and well broken 
ne cannot chuſe but either run out of the way, or 
Maple calt thg rider: Sothewile of ſuch afoolifts 
man mult beatcxtragrdinaaymeck neſs and patience, or 
elſe ſhe Will either rebel againſt him or contemu him, 
ar both. For the.reaſons here wich the commandment 
of any ſuperior comes backed, is as itwere abridle h 
_  tyſenoxsgudgment, by which they inay check and. 
| hgid in ic: violence of unruly paſſions ; Buſ if resſom 


- 


ö let this part oF power be but rarel 
be laid up as one's beſt attire, to be worn alone upon 
high days. A garment that comes upon a map 


his ſubjecis, kat he be not too eften-ſeen amongſt 
them. Men are apt. to ſet light by thoſe things. which 


N 1 | 
be wanting, even a gentle-natured women is apt to: 
rove reſreQory... Look thereſore that thou never 
bi Ger ces oy thing Which reaſan ond not 
only will) hath not firſt bidden thee. And theſe be 
the rules of prudence, inwegard of, the ſubject of au- 


thority, or matters wherein it ſhould give directions. 


Another is, for the fre = 6 of exerciling it: 


back every day will ſaon be- threadbue, ſo will a 


man's authority be worn out with over much uſc> 
Wherefſore let it be kept in, till due ocraſions of 


uſing it call it ſfomh. l bah been delivered as 
means of a-prince's preſerving his reverence amongſt 


they ſee every day; even things at fit ſt wonder d at; 


« * 


£] 


are, by little. and little, flenderly- regarded if they be 


of common/uſe, Take heed therefore that thou layeſt 


thine authority upon things but ſeldom; leſt; thy 
wife (receiving many commandments); break ſome| 


and ſo catch a cuſtom 1 power. A 
man that is much in eommanding, 


ments; and one of theſe will lighten his authority 


more than twenty of better uſe ſhall grace it again- 
Ihe wife is indeed an inferior, but very near, ane 


very familiar; whereſore ſhe will count it a burden 


to be ever preſſed with authority ; and u know , 


chat nature teacheth us to ſee l cate in ſhaking off 


burdens, Much reproving will make a reproof of 
no force, much more will much . commanding make 


commandmentsiof no efficacy. And thus have you 
e rules of wiſdom, which muſt keep authority, as 


it were, — 2 the wheels; that it may go forward 


more chearfully, both fox the huſband and the wife's 
comfort. n n ebe e dees 7 WH 
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uſed : It ſhould, 


all hardly chuſs 
but ſlip into ſome trivial and unneceſſary command- 
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e requireth us to take his 
He commends himfelfto be and 


more each , But this virtue. 
muſt ſhew itſelf in both the parts 


* 


* 68 
on nece ſſity) about things that will prove difficult - 
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and tedious, For the firſt of theſe, the huſband 
muſt beware 'of extending the uſe of his command- 
ing power too far; it muſt ſuffice him to know, that 
God hath given him the right of appointing in every 
thing, that is not ſinful ; but in the exerciſe of it, he 
muſt ſhew himſelf of a kind and free nature, not ri- 


2 taking upon him to command all he may, 


ut willingly gratifying bis wiſe in ſome, in many, 


in moſt things, that ſhe may with mcre chearfulneſs 
be ſubject to him in others, Obedience would be 


-allured and inticed, by yielding it to its own diſpo- 
ſition, in almoſt every thing of an inferior nature, 


| that. it may more dutifully yield itſelf to be diſpoſed 


of when greater neceſſity requireth. . - . : 

+ - But elpecially, let buſbands . ſhew mildneſs in 
the ſecond. paint, viz. in forbearing hard and diffi- 
cult command ments, fo much as they poſſibly may. 
Beware of croſſing your wives, and forcing them ta 


things againſt. their natural diſpoſition. All men 


find in themſclves. a kind of inbred Averſeneſs from 


uch or fuch things, and a delight in ſome her 
things; ſo that the one of them it is a great burden 
for them to do, the other to ſorbear. Yea, ſome 


things there are of their on nature hard and pain- 

ful to be done. Nom it is a gieat point of genileneſi 
in the huſband, to forbeasthe equiring of obedience 
at his wife's hands, in things of this nature, unleſs a 
kind of neceſhty lie upon Pim to require iti. The 
{choolmaſter that over · taſketh his Gholars, ſhall never 


make them learn well. The King that over-taxeth 


his ſuhjects ſhall make them poor, and bimſelf bat- 


ed; ſo ſhall the heſband weary his wife, and di. 


grace himſelſ, by laying too heavy commandments. 


upon her. Wherefore let every good huſband put 


away this rigorouſneis, and by moderation in his. 


command ments, make his authority eaſy to be born, 


and his wife chearful in ſubjection. And this is, 
gentleneſs in the matter of direction. | 


The ſame virtue muſt be uſed in the manner of 
commanding. When need requireth that ſome com- 


wand ent 


] n 
matulment be given, it_mult not be impertouſly 


in the extremity-of enforci 
with a fweet kindneſs (as the head doth move & - 
members of the body) with loving perſuaſions and fa 


miliar requeſts. Indeed, if the wife will needs try 


maſteries, and. ſtrivt to caſt off the yoke oF obedience, | 
ſuch her diſteraper mak es it needful, for the huſbant: 


with good words) to ſtand for his 3 even 
what, and torily profe /that be he 
will have ke — Agury But p | 
mould be ſeldom uſed, and that only in — _ 
importance, that may be worth ſo much earneſtneſs; 
in moſt cafes, the quieter way is the more comfort- 
able, and the more huſband-like.. The way, then, 
to prevail with leaft burden to the inferior, and: toil. 
to he: ſuperior, is with. mild. words to wiſh this or 
that, rather than with imperious phtaſes to enjoin it; 


for moſt natures are much more eafily perfuaded chan 


compelled. Our Saviour himſelf doth moſtly 


| ethic chadeh, though with moſt right he might 


_ command:it.. Let the huſband imitate. that. belt hab. | 


bang, and beware of, Do it or you had beſt ;” and 


Luan {ball whather you-will.or. nog” and 4 I wit 


have jt ſo, it it be bus to croſs you. O no! mach. 
more comely for an husband's mouth, are theſe 
words: I pray you,. let it be ſo; do me the kindneſs 


.to do this ox this. And ſo much, ſor the praftice- 


of mildneſs in Ledde, che firſt part of govers- 
ment. 

t muſt be Jaws: exercifed. in recom 

both good and bad actions For. the — pencing. 


reward is given, it muſt be gently given „ and in 


beſtow ing any gift upow a man's- is he muſt do it 


in a kind. faſhion; ſo that the manner may grace the- 


mager, and make it morr pleaſing. But chiefly gen- 


llenieis mult:fhew itfelf,. when, need requirethy that 


had deeds: be requited with reproof or correction; 
lor there it is ſo much the more needfuh by how. 


much the actions themſel ves art loſs pleaſant in hem. 
felves, and thereſore will leſ bear the mixture of; 
any bitterneſe with t . and for reproofs, mile. 
nels. ault. * itſe 


fin ak of the matter of re- 
Forint, 


| 


* 
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What a preſumptuous manner, may be paſled/by-in- 
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 ever-chiding buſþand, will make more faults. than, 


fare be not always chidings unleſs thou. would, 


| breathe out love and pity, at once A reproof mult; 
be applied as a; plaiſter, not with rating, but with, 


neſs than is fit to his own fleſh, Reproofs of them- 


a * 
proving, and alſo; the manner: For the matter, in 
not finding fault with every trifle that one ſees amils,, 
ner chiding for every. infirmity. Whatſoever faut 
is not of ſomewhat a groſs nature, or elſe done in ſome- 


ſilence, either with none, or half a word. That 
happy effect of love which conſiſtoih in paſſing by 
wants, and weakneſſes, is exceeding. neceſſary to- 
Wards ſtrangers, much more towards thoſe of the. 
houſhold, moſt of all betwixt the neareſt couple of 
the houſhold, Be not, therefore, extreme nor rigor- 
aus in [this matter; but as a mother's tenderneſꝭ of 
love dath cauſe, that ſhe takes no notice of divers 
little deformities in her own: child, ſo ſtand; thou af - 
fectod to thine own: wife. Pray, to God agaiuſt all 
her faults; ſee and. commend. all her virtues::; but; 
petty, wants, and matural ordinary. weakneſſes; never 
take: notice of, nover ræprove. Let her cloſely per- 
<eive: that thou doſt (but. wilt not) know them: thine: 
unwillingeſs to ſee: and repreve, ſhall make her more 
willing to ſee and reform. But an ever: lowring and 


would be, and compel his wife to hear worſe, | 
her on diſpoſition. would work her to- Where - 


have thy wife always naught; for over: frequent 
. ͤͤ net er TIER d fal- 

ne | 9 5 - + te. Bb; P | 
Again, for the manner of reprovings vn 
moſt needful, it muſt ſ be very gemle, The words 
and geſtures uſed to preſs a fault upon the wite's, 
conſcience, muſt: be; mild and amiable, ſuch as 


1 g 


when - it is 


moaning. It can hardly be avoided even in the beit,, 
but that this medicine ſhall be neceſſary; yet the 
huſband muſt ever remember, to uſe no more rough- 


ſelves (as it were a potion) go enough againſt the 
ſtomach : we need not, by our bitterneſs, make them 
more loathſome (as it were) by a foul and unſightiy 
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cup. No patient was ever yet ſo deſirous of health; * 
that he could be perſuaded to drink a potion ſealdin 

hots that which burns the lips, 2 never find 82 
mittance into the ſtomach, be it never ſo wholeſome 
a. drink otherwiſe. It is juſt ſo with a reproof-: If it 
ſcald the ear (as I may ſay) with upbraiding and dif- 
_ graceful terms, with villifying and railing words, 
with a fiery look, and a Cork Ni g eye, it wil never 
gain paſſage to the heart. Compaſſion, kindneſs, 
the declaration of one's ſorrow for his fault, defire 
of his good, care of his amendment that is reprovens 5 
theſe are the things that frame the will to Ron | 
an admonition, and much help the kindly walk cng 
thereof, I am not againſt the wholeſome earneſt 
of reproving, and that ſharpneſs of rebuking, which 
in ſome cafes the Lord himſelf commands: but ibis 
may well be without bitternefs, without violence of 
words, and without fercenefs. - An admonition is 
then healthfully ſharp and earneſt, When a man in 
—— plainneſs of 1 * ſtrengih — — ny 

f s open the tneſa, X — the ſin, 

cofiteibg the — of ele po the 
parties conſcience vehemently ; but yet er ſill fully,” 
with a declaration of more than anger, and _ 

' of grieffor his fault and er, rather than d diſplea- 

ſure 1 Such earneſtneſs, huſbands- 
muſt be a to uſe; for coldneſs will hinder the 
working of medicines. In one word, let a man 
make his reproofs ſomewhat warm, but not boilivg 
hot. And this is mildoeſs in reproofs. ' And thus: 
ys ſee, in what things an huſband's mildneſs muſt 
be exerciſed : And fo alſo you have a ſufficient di- 
reQion for him in the matter of governing, the firſt 
rt of his duty. We muſt now) deſcend unto the 
ane er is A wa _ 9 


8 
4 * 9 


n "& 5 
| 2 


8 . +42 C F 17 N ; L. - 
ee > ak c nA 
N * 1 0 

„ _ ö , . *F 4 . M 4 a 7 


CS 44 - # l [ 


8 # ' < r * 234 * 


it 2 San 
AN 5 | Of n i b 4 ing one's wiſe, p | — : 


** 2 #4 : 
A our Lord u Chrift, the huſband of his 
church, hath been in nothing wanting to her 
ſpiritual welfare, but doth clothe her with the pures 
and white linen of his own rightcouſnefs, and with 
the rich and precious graces of his good ſpirit, 
whereby ſhe is all glorious within ; fo muſt ws: 


tuſband afford his wife allowances of all nec 
ary coniforts for this life, that ſhe may live a chear- 
ful and well-contented life with him. Before a man i 
allure a woman into copartnerſhip of life with him, | 
he ſhould conſider of means to maintain both himſelf, 
and her; for how it ſhould ſtand with love, to pull 
ſd near a companion into the troubleſome fellowſhip: | 
of miſery and want, I cannot conceive. Doubtleſs,. 
it is a man's wanton paſſion that ſpurs him 3 
to run blindfold into this eſtate, and not the good 
hand of God leading and calling him unto it, unleſe 
he be furniſhed in ſome meaſure, with things fit to 
maintain 4 wife and family. When the Lord, by 
his good allowance goes before us, and wiſheth us. 
to Follow him into any eſtate, he gives us wiſdom te. 
look before-hand, that we have all things ; 
in ſome degree, to perform the duties of this cltate ;- 
but when our own paſſions thruſt us forward into 
any courſe, they. make us run headlong after our own. 
appetite, not troubling ourſelves with any ſuch wile. 
and ſerious conſiderations, I think, therefore, I, 
may ſay, that the Lord is author to no man, of weds; 
ding a wife to miſery and diſtreſs. Before he call 
him to marry, he will let it appear unto him, how 
(at leaſt by the diligent painfujneſs of his hand) he, 2 
may yield his wife à comſortable living. Not hut 
that a poor man alſo may have. both need of "as 1 
riage, and alſo allowance 5 marry 3 for God forbid | 


py „ 
= = - 


674 
that viglence ſhould be offered to the conſciences of 
thoſe of mneager.eſtate, by laying ſuch aſhare upon 
them, as if they might not lawfully enter into- ma- 
ti imony. But this we ſay ſtill, that they muſt have 
ſome honeſt calling, and'will, and ability to walk 
in the ſame faithfully, . that,reaſon may . tell them, 
through God's hleſſing, there. ſhall be ſomething got- 
ten to maintain a wife, though not richly, yet ſufh- 

ciently, and according to their rank, For it, was ne- 
ver God's meaning, that all ſhould be rich, neither 
yet would he haye any to be beggars. Let not any 
man, through diſtruſt of God's providence, deny 


__ Himfelf the benefit of God's ordinance, when Bis 


need —— it, for the ſubduing of otherwiſe un- 


ſabduable PR ; neither yet let any man ſo. cafily 


condefcend to the defires, of his on heart, as haſtily 
to adventure on matrimony, till he have uſed all 
dther due means of repreſling,ſuch paſhons, (waich- 


fulneſs, .abſtinence, praying, faſting, and all earneſt - 


: tions) when in reaſon he can give no ſuſhcient 
er to this demand; how ſhall we do to live, 
hen we are married? I know that the over-cove- 
tuous defire of elder people, doth many times ſtand 


5 much on ſuch matters, and cares not to thruſt 


the younger upon miſerable inconveniences, through 


an unbelieying diſtruſt, and fezr of poverty. AndI 


ſe, on the other hand, that the younger are apt to 
CA themſelves upon ſuch rocks, for want of due con- 
ſidering of ſuch matters, as to make ſhipwreck of 


| Wee and r ney on a good conſcience ioo. 
/Wherefore tet 'a middle ,courle be followed here, 
Thou mayſt pleaſe, God in a poor eſtate, and mayſt 


afford a wife comfort in a.meaner ondition ; but 


fill fomewhat there muſt be to live on; ſome calling, 


ſome trade, ſomething that may promiſe that, which 
God promiſeth to the diligent, diz. that they ſhould, 


part ofa man's thoughts befoxe he be married; an 
after the contract of marriage) he, muſt ſtill continue 
theſe thoughts, often looking to it, that his wiſe may 


Want nothing needful, for her. Wherefore, let each 


. huſband be convinced, that it is his duty to allow his 


wife 
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wife convenient miintenance; and not to think him: 
ff fo abfolutely Lord of all, but that His wife mul 
alfo enjoy the comfortable uſe of all. But we muſt 
alſo dire the hufband in this patt of his duty, by 
ſhewing him three neceſſary things: Firſt, the mea» 
fare ; ſecondly, the manner ; thinly, the times and 
ſeaſons of this his allowance. For the firſt, two 
things muſt meaſure out her expences, as well as hig 
on; and thofe are his place and his means, fo far 
his calling requireth; and his ability will bear; a 
no further muſt he extend his coſt in attire, an 


q other neceſſaries for his wiſe. Not either of theſe, 

4 but both theſe, muſt be advifed with: for ſometimgs 

. a man's place, or function in the 9 

N 2 bear more than his decay ed eſtate will we 
er. | | 


You ſee in what quantity the wife's allowance 
muſt be given, Conſider, alſo, in what manner, 
and that muſt be moſt willingly, cheatfully, readily z 
before ſhe aſketh, he muſt anſwery and offer b 
fie requeſt, The greateſt commendatian- of a gil 
is the giver's' chearfultiels ; and the ſureſt ſign o 


il 

cut, that thyſelf depart this world firſt. For ſo 

(which is the third thing I intended to ſpeak of 
there are two ſeaſons, in which the huſband's bounty 
ſhould declare itſelf ; the firſt, during life ; the ſes 
cond; after it. | date rs Seat tobe 
ue love of an huſband mult not die before him. 
- ſelf, no, nor with him: but the effects of it malt fur-; 
. vive him; and when himſelf is departed, his bounty, 
muſt be preſent with her, even after death; Whien- 
æman is to leave this world, he muſt not leave the. 
care of his wife, but remember, in the diſpoſing of 

His goods, to bequeath ſo full a part to her, as may 5 

make it d that he thinks not himſelf wholly. _— 

dead, ſo long as ſhe (the one half of him] is alive 

Let thy wife, even after thy death, eajoy ſuch a part << 
. 2 8 x : 


Eheatfulneſs, is ſpeed and expedition Do io her, as * 
Got to his ſaints; and wil ingly and abundantly 4 
give her altthings to enjoy: Ana this do, both whill 1 7 
you live together, and at thy deceaſe alſo, if it 75 | 

) Þ 
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of thy ſubſtance, as that ſhe need not ſtand behold; 

ing jo her children (that in all reaſon ſhould have 

them beholding to her); neither let thy wife's in- 

finuations make thee more .ſparing to thy children 
than is fit; nor let thy fondne to thy children, make 
thee more regardleſs of thy wife than is fit; but be 
ſure, as thine eſtate is, to let her have wherewithall 
to live like a mother, they like children: for doubt- 
leſs, the wife hath wrong, if her huſband do riot -|' 
provide ſo for her, that the children ſhall want oc» 

_ Cafion to deſpiſe her in her age. „ 


9 


re eee ed 
of the wiſe's peculiar dids. 


= H E wife's fpecial duty may fitly. be referred to 
two heads; firſt, ſhe moſt acknowledge her 
infetiority ; ſecondly, ſhe muſt carry herſelf as an 
Inferior, Firſt then, every good woman muſt ſuffer 
herſelf to be convinced in judgment, that ſhe is not 
ü her huſband's equal; without which, it is not poſ- 
= fible there ſhould be any contentment, either in her 
= Heart, or in her houſe, Where the woman ſtands 
7 - upvh terms of equality with her husband, much 
_ more f ſhe wilt needs account herſelf his better, the 
very root of alt good catriage is withered, ard, the 
fountain thereof dried up: out of place, out of peace, 
Whoever, therefote, doth deſire, or purpoſe to be a 
good wife, or to live comfortably, let her ſet down 
this concluſion within her ſout : Mine husband is my 
ſuperior, my better ; he hath authority and rule over 
me; nature hath given it him, having framed our 
bodies to tenderneſs, men's to mote hardneſs; Cod 
* hath given it him, ſaying to our firſt mother, Thy 


* 
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f fl re ſhall be ſubje& to thine ufband, and he ſhall rule over 4 "14 
+ thee, His will I fee to be made by God the tie, 1 | 
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ol mine actions alone, but of my deſires and wiſhes 
alſo, I will not ſtrive againſt God and nature, though. 
my {in have made my place tedious, yet will I con- 
fels the truth : Mine huſband is my ſuperior, my bet- 
ter. Unleſs the wife learns this leſſon perfectly, if 
ſhe have it not without book, and at her fingers ends 
(as we ſpeak) if her very heart do not inwardly and 
thoroughly condeſcend unto it, there will be nothi 
detwixt them but wrangling, repining, ſtriving, — 
{ a continual vying to be equal with him, or above 
| him; and fo ſhall their life be nothing elſe but a very 
batile, or a trying of maſteries. Let us grant, that in 
ifts thou art his better, having more wit and under- . 
| —— more readineſs of ſpeech, more dexterity of 1 
managing affairs, and whatſoever other good quality ' 
may be incident to a woman; yet underſtand, that ſo 
may thy fervant exceed thee as much, as thou doſt 
- Him. Hath not many a ſervant more wi and under- 

' ſtanding (and often more grace too) than a maſter 
and mi lireſs put together? Yet loath would the wife 
be, that the fervant ſhould deny both her huſband- 
and herſelf the name of betters. Know then, thats 
man may be fuperior in place to one, to whom he is- 
wferiorin gifts; and know alſo, that thou doſt a- 
buſe the good parts God hath given, in feeking thence, 
to infringe thine huſband's ſuperiority : And better 
were it for a. woman to be of mean capacity (ſo that 
ſhe can put upon her the ſpirit of ſubjection), than 
to be adorned with all the good qualities of nature 
(for thoſe of grace ſhe cannot have, ſo long as her 
pride is ſo predominant) and thereby be made ſelf- n 
conceited againſt her huſhand, Wherefore, O thou — 
wife, let thy beſt underſtanding be to underſtand. 
that thine huſband is by God made the governor and. | 
ruler, and thou his inferior, to be ruled by bim. | 
Though he be of meaner birth, and of lefſer-witz 1 
th he were of no wealth, nor account in the | 
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rorld, before thou didſt marry him, yet after this, 
will have thee ſubject, and thou muſt put _ 


thyſelf a wilkngnefs to confek thy ſelf fo 10 be. 
bad ſo much more need to be preſſed, becauſe, 

| oe pin Ee 

| | "yp ou 


3s withall ſo hard, that it can hardly be yielded to: 


But unleſs the judgment be truly informed, and ſound- | 


ly convinced of this point, the will and affections 


* will never be kept in good order: Set it down, 


therefore, as a concluſion, not ſo much as once to be 
called in queſtion ; My huſband is my better. 
"Secondly, The wife being reſolved that her place 


- 3s the lower, muſt carry herſelf as an inferior; for it 
ſigniſies little to confeſs his authority in word, if ſhe 


frame not herſelf to ſubmiſſion in deed. Now ſhe 


ſhall teſtify her inferiority in 4 Chriſtian manner, if 


ſhe practiſe thoſe duties of reverence and ſubjection. 
Firſt, ſor reverence: The wife owes as much of that 
to her huſband, as the children or ſervants do to her, 


yea, as they do to him ; only it is allowed, that to 


her it be ſweeten'd with more love and more fami- 
Iiarity. All inferiors owe reverence, neither muſt 
the wife conceit, as if ſhe were leſs bound to reve- 
rence her huſband, than are the reſt of the _— 
This alone is the difference: She may be more fa- 
miliar, not more rude; as being more dear, not leſs 
ſubje& than they. And this reverence of hers muſt 
be both inward and outward: Firſt the heart of the 
wife muſt be held under, inwardly, with a dutiful- 
reſpect of her huſband; ſhe muſt- regard him as 
z0d's deputy, not looking to his perſon, but to his 
ye ;. nor thinking fo much who and what an one 
e is, as whoſe officer. This the apoſtle directly en- 
joineth,- ſaying, Let the wife ſee; that ſue reverence her 
tufband : As if he had faid, of all things, let her moſt 
carefully labour not to fail in this point of duty; for 
# ſhe do, her whole carriage muſt needs be unbe- 
coming. The Apoſtle's meaning is to preſcribe a 
fear (not flaviſh, but loving), fuch as may well ſtand 
with the neareſt union of hearts, as is to be ſeen be- 
tween Chriſt and his church. This fear of the wife 
is, when (in conſideration of his place) ſhe doth ab- 


Hor. and ſhun it as the greateſt evil that can befall 


her, next to the breach of God's commandments, to 
diſpleaſe and offend her huſband. We ſtand in 
due awe of God's majeſty, when we = — 
BGG 1 ca 
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breach of his commandments, and grieving of his 
ſpirit, as the greateſt of all evils; and the wife doth 
uly fear her huſband, when next to the ſormer evil, 
ſhe ſhuns the diſobeying, grieving and diſpleaſing of 
her huſband, who. is the next to God above her. 
Such regard muſt, her heart have of her head, that 
it may keep her hand and tongue, and all from diſ- 
order. I know this is not cuſtomary among the 
greater number of women, yea, they ſcarce eſteem it 
a ſeemly or a needful thing that it ſhould be ſo; yea, 
they care as little for their huſbands, as their huſ- 
bands for them. But if thou wilt ever provea vir- 
tuous wife, take much pains with thine heart, to 
make it ſtand in awe of thine huſband; and know, 
that God hath not, for naught, given the former. ca- 
veat unto women. As a woman grows in this in- 
ward reſpeR, ſo may ſhe look to get the better of all 
other infarmities ; as ſhe is careleſs herein, ſo ſhall ſne 
be peſtered with all other enormities, But how ſball 
a woman bring her heart to this regardful diſpoſi- 
tion? I anſwer, by looking through her hufband to 
God the author ir; marriage, and putting herſelf of- 
ten in mind, not of his deſerts, but of God's ordinances 
If one conſider an inferior officer (in himſelf) he 
cannot ſometimes but diſdain him for his meanneſs, 
if he conſider him as the King's officer (intruſted 
with a part of his royal authority): His reverence to 
his prince, will produce ſome reverence to his officer 
for his ſake. The huſband 1s to the wife the image 
and glory of God. The power that is given to 
him, is God's originally, and his by God's appoint- 
ment. Look not, therefore, on the qualities of thine 
huſband, but upon his place; and know that thou 
canſt not neglect or def iſe him, but that the con- 
tempt redoundeth unto God's diſhanour, who hath 
ordained him to be thine-head ; ſo if religion have | 
ſeaſoned thine heart with the fear of God, thou ſhalt | 
fear thine huſband alſo, for his commandment alſo. | 
But as the wife's heart muſt be affected with this. 
loving fear, ſo muſt her outward carriage ſhew it, 
and that in two ſpecial things: Furſt, in her words ; 
ſecondly, in her behaviour. Her- vords axe eitheg, 
| K 10 
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to himſelf, of him behind his back, or to others 
before him; all muſt have a taſte of reverence, 
Firſt, her ſpeeches to himſelf muſt neither be ſharp, '' 
fallen, ate; nor yet rude, careleſs, nor con- 
temptuous ; but ſuch as carry the ſtamp of fear upon 
them, teſtifying, that ſhe well conſiders who herſelf 
3s, and to Whom ſhe ſpeaketh. The wife's tongue io 
ward her huſband, muſt neither be keen nor looſe * 
neither ſuch as e anger nor neglect, but ſavour- 
ing of all lowlineſs and quietneſs of affection; that ii 
another ſhould ſtand by and hear them, he might 
| perceive (though he knew not otherwiſe} that theſe _ 
are the words of an inferior to her better. Look 
what kind of words thyſelf wouldſt diſlike from thy 
ſervant or child, thoſe muſt not thou give to thine 
huſband; for the ſame duty of fear is in the ſame. 
words, and. in the ſame plainneſs commanded to thee, 
that is unto them. Forbear then all fpecches, ſavour- 
ing of paſſion; but beware alſo of words that may 
bewray contempt. I told you before, that it was the 
privilege of a wife (becauſe of her dearneſs) that ſne 
| y be familiar: But yet I have obſerved an-exceſs. 
of familiarneſs that deſerveth to be blamed. Why 
Mould a woman bear herſelf ſo over bold of her huſ- 
? band's kindnefs, as to nick-name him with thoſe nick+ 
: | names of — Tom, Dick, Ned, Will, Jack, or 
1 the like, as I have heard good wives do; but (I con- 
feſs) with a diſtaſte of their rudeneſs: for could a 
; woman ſpeak otherwiſe to her child or ſervant, than 
= in ſuch kind of abbreviated names as theſe ? Cer- 
F tainly the woman's love muſt be tempered with fear; 
/ and thoſe fpeeches of hers,' which would ſhew kind 
= nefs, muſt alſo have a print of reverence upon them, 
odr elfe they are not allowable. Wherefore let wives. 
be taught (in ſpeaking to their huſbands) to learn of 
her, that called her huſband by an honourable name.. 
| Leave Tom and Dick to call thine huſband, Huſband, 

E - or fome other name of equal dignity. And thus muſt 
a*womarr's tongue be ordered towards her huſband, 
when the ſpeaks to him. | 
She muſt alſo look to her ſpeeches directed to o- 

ther in his preſence, that they may be ſuch as — g 
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witneſs 'z due regard of him, His company muſt 
make her more carcful of her behaviour to any other 
before him, than . otherwiſe :ſhe nced to be. Her 
words to childien and fervants, in his ſight. and hear- 
ing, ought not to be loud and ſnappiſh..; If ſhe per- 
ceive a fault in them, ſhe muſt yet remember, that 
her better ſtands by, and therefore muſt not {p! 
but upon neceſlity, and then utter that of in a 

more ſtil! and mild manner, than in his abſence ſhe 

might. No woman of government will allow her 
children and ſervants to be loud and brawling be- 4A 
6 and ſhall ſhe herſelf be ſo before het huſ- 


Thirdly, The woman ſpeeches of her huſband be» 
hind his back muſt be dutiful and reſpectful. She 
muſt not talk of him with a kind of careleſſneſs or 
lightneſs of ſpeech, much leſs with reproachfulterms; 
Herein the godly fact of Sarah is eemmended to our 
imitation, and mult be put in practice; when ſhe but 


thought of her huſband, in the abſence of all com- 
pany, ſhe did reverently intitle him by the nameof 


eracefully, and mumiuringly, ” ag4inft his gun ſa- 
ther, though behind bis back ? And {ball} it be 
thought ſufterable in a. wife ? He that allows not an 
+ evil thought of the prince, will not allow evil 
ſpeeches of the huſban +, a c CI SD.A 
Thus muſt a woman's words be ordered towards 
her huſband. Something alſo muſt be ſpoken of her 
| geſtures. and countenance, which, as well as her 
words, muſt be mixed wuh reverence, , and have: a 
taſte of fear, Both good and bad diſpoſitiops have 
more ways of uitering themſeives. than by the tongue. 3 


Sbdlomon ſpeak eth of an eye that deſpiſeth the mother:- 5 1 
| ſurely then the eye alſo of the wife may bea deſpi - 
Fb gg eye, and her whole behaviogs and geſtures may. . 


Yroclaim contempt, though her tongue be altogether: 
lent. Now theſe alſo. mult be looked unt, that _ 
they may not diſcover. a baſe eſteem-of her huſlande 

Rude and contemptudus behaviours: are. no le , - I 
comely in an inferior, and du no leſt diſpleaſe afus 
perior, than the moſt fierce and outrageous 


would 
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would do. Wherefore as herſelf will condemn wer 
in her children towards herſelfyſo let her by no mea 
allow chem in herſelf againſt her huſband, towa 


whom the Lord hath bound her, as Well to practiſe, 
reverence, and fear; as any of her inferiors unto her, 


For ſtill it muſt be prefſed upon the hearts of viwes, 


that ſamiliatity is allowed them, but no rudenefs. 


Tho ſecond' fpeoial dy 6f a wife is ſubjection. 
Now that hat alſo two parts; the fritfts, obedience 


to cher huſband's commandments; the fecond is, ſubs 


miſhon to his reproofs./ For the firſt, the apoſtle doth | 


plainly give it in cha w wenn, fey ng, 
wife be 2 to her huſband in all things. What pow | 
we further proof? Why is the his wife, ifthe will 

not. obey him ? And how can fhe in his name require 
obedieticevt the children and ſervants, if herſelf refuſe” 
ta yield it unto him 7 For doubtleſs fhe can expet᷑t it 
none otherwiſe than as his deputy, and à fubſtitate” 


under him. But the thing iiſe H wilt not be fo muell 


queſtioned, as the meafute: not whether a wife” 
muſt obey, but how far Her obedferiee: 1 
To which doubt the apoſtle hath yielded us a plain- 


 folution,. ſaying, In all things in the Lord. Obedience: 


1 melt be de general; only, fo that it be in the 
In Whatever matter a-woman's yielding her 
kuſband fhalbnot —_ a rebellion againſt her ma- 
ker, in that matter ſhe is bound in ednſeienoe to yield 
unto him, without any further queſtion, Neither 
yer fafficeth it, that her ebedience reach to all law-- 
things, unleſs it be alſs performed willingly, rea- 
dily, quietly,  cheavfully 5; without | brawling, con- 
„ thwarting, ſourneſs. And. thus you have 
heard the firſtpart of fubjeRtidn; obrgiepee;- > duty 
which, I doubt not, — hard enonghi to woman-- | 
lind. But the ſecond part of ſubje ction is yet more 
hard, and withal equally, if not more needful, that 
a, fabmiſſion-in- receiving reproofs from their huf- 
bands Cas ſhe molt willingly obey all his lawful com- 


— miandinents,. ſo muſt ſhe dan pl. * all: his re- 


prahetdions.: 'Is not this duty op in 
ago the vgives 20 * ct in , 


>. 
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Jeſs; to bear, reproofs is a neceſſary part. af the church's 
(fubjeRion unto Chnſft; neither ſhall -it diſcharge iu 
duty in ſtriving-to obey, . unleſs where it faileth it be 
. content to be chidden : wherefore it is impoſſible for 
. women, to looſe their conſciences from the bond. of 
this ſubjeQion, unleſs they could ſhew (which they 
Mall never be able to ſhew) ſome ojher text of 1 4 

ure limiting and abridging this. | 
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; 'N D* Grft, -this miniſters a good cn ftrnRion te 
young and unmarried people, that they do not 
x * ruſh into this eſtaie. & thing. of ſuch 
diffculiy ſhould not be ſlighily undertaken.” They 
Mall have their hands full of duty, if they get not 


wiſdom; they ſhallGnd an;houſe-full of trouble, and 
alife full of woe, meeting with gall inſtead of E 
and gravel inſtead of noutiſning morſels. We | 
thou be married? See what witdom, what pa tience, 
What grace;fit to govern, or fit to obey, thou u findeſt 
in thyſelf. Get theſe againſt thou come to uſe them, 
or elſe marriage will not yield thee ſuch contentment 
das thine imagination promiſeth. Vain youths grow 
wanton, and muſt marry before they - have any — 
to practiſe, any underſtanding to know their duties. 
He that, leaps over a broad ditch. with a ſhort ſtaff, 
Mall fall in as midft ; and he that enters ma- 
trimony without great grace, ſhall be mired in diſo 
quietment and deres Letnmarrid poplethink . 
0 this, and be Wiſe. — 
Secandly, I muſt an nee perſons h grow 
| acquainted with theſe duties, and to mark ther . 
ings in the ſawe, But miſtake me not: I would that | 
the wife ſhould know hers, the huſband his g and 
both, the common duties. I defire' chat hey det 


heir. hearts full of | grace, and their heads full of 


64 


erch alias their own, not ſo much each other's all- 


ings. Indeed it may be feared, that divers hearers 
now will be worſe for hearing, becauſe they heard 


_ _ amils. The huſband may per 4 ring his wiſe a 


| of her duty when he comes home, and tell her 
E her faults were ript up, and yet never conſider 
h 


his own duties or faults. e wife alſo may likely 


tell him of his own at. home, wherrſhe hath little or 


nothing to ſay to herſelf. Thus both ſhall be worſe, 


when they ſeek to upbraid each othet, not to awend 


each one. Thou, huſband, didſt liſten attentively 
when the woman's duties. were handled ; © there he 
met with my wife;” “ ſuch a time ſhe ſhewed little 
reverence, leſs obedience.” Thou, wife, hadſt the 
like thoughts concerning thy huſband :7** There he 
told him home of his duty. ; It is not long lince 
he ſhewed himſelf neither wiſe nor gentle,” © 1 
would he would ſee toamend.” Unwiſe man, un- 
wiſe woman; why.hadft thou not moſt care of thine 


own ſoul 7 Coul thou mark what was good for 


another's diſeaſe, not what for thine own? Wilt 
thou grow ſkilful in his way, and not know, one foot 
of that wherein thyſelf muſt travel? - 

. . Brethren, Siſters let this be altered in us: 17 4 
de a chriſtian huſband, have more care to know that, 


and be more frequent in conſidering that, for which 


thine own ſoul muſt anſwer, than what lies to the ac- 


count of another. So do thou that art a chriſtian 
wife. And that man or woman that ſees not more 


faults and failings in him or herſelf than the yoke- 
follow, bewrays a wonderous great pride and igno- 


rance, if he or ſhe be not matched with one too no- 
torious. If the heart were well touched, its own fins 


would be more grievous, the n leſs. 
_ Contend the not how ſhort 
cbmes, but not to come ſhort thyſe 


yoke-Fetlow' 
— the 


* 


other's failings more eaſily, be —— c-nſorious o- 
wards thy own: this were to deal as a chriſtian, 


fade thyſelf. He never yet learnt to WK 
wean ey work, that would caſt his eyes more up- 


on Bis neighbour's fingers than his own: neither was 
de ever @ good * * — 


970 * 
2 


. 
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© one to another, becauſe they look oſten what is aw- 


E % ) 
| rd the taſk impo « himſelf.” 
— fot rep huſbands ds mad Tac E 


ing to them, not what they We. I doubt not but ex- 


they be not the beſt hu 
beard to complain much of their yoke-fellow's defects 
in duty, little of their own. And yet is not this or- 
divaty? Every man. would be a lt * if his 


perience will back my 70 4. if T pronounce, that 
ands and wives which are 


wife were not ſo bad; and ſhe a a go ie, if 2 
—＋ _ ſo extellive: faulty. All the * 
g, are darted at each other. * 4 


chf e idle: man or r pon, that it * 


1 e requiring or receiving N from 
at pertains 


but the knowing and perform 5 of w 


thyſelf that will make ee a chriſtian, 0 e 
in temptation, rejoice thee in death, and Hand for 


thee in judgment. And yet art chou ſo loud and 


much in calling for duty, ſo dumb and ignorant in- 


— 
- 
F 44 . 
j » 


| I * 

* 
* 
| 6 
fy 


le 


yielding it! 

To'conchide therefore, know thine own duty beſt, 
mark -moſt -thine own tranſgreſſings. of duty, .then 
ſhalt thou be free from'brawls with thy yoke-fellow,. 
if thou be taken up with pains about thyſelf : and 
there is no better means in families, than 
that every one ſhould leads — ply- his own' work 
ſee and labour to mend his own faults. Have you- 


© then been both or either unchaſt; unloving, unfaith- 


ful? Repent both, and ſtrait not courteſy who ſhall 
begin; but let either ſet the other a copy of goodnels, . 


Andif you will needs ſtrive, let it-be; WAR - ſhall be 


beſt, which mend firſt. Haſt thou been a 2 
— unjuſt huſband, full of bitter words, pe 
b $8 alſo · which is monſtrous) of blows given * 
ly, and in anger, not regarding thy wife's goods 
ſo thou mighteſt go away with thine own will Di 
not into her faults; cry not out, ſhe: hath — 


it to God; beſeech 
Him to make thes a datos huſband, that thy wife 
may be better, Haſt thou been a diſdainful, comtemps» 
tuous, brawling, _——_ or' diſobedient wiſe. 


and thus to mo; but repen —— bitterneſs, unthrif- 


'». 4 
9 
1 
53 
o 
_— 
l 4 - * 


- 


Ak thine heart before Cod, and diſſemble not, 
ven; clamour not againſt thine huſband's folly, © 
* . Claim not of his raſhneſs and hardneſs, but condem 
* thyſelf before, and call upon God to make thee rs 
: yerence and obey thine huſband as a commander un - 
"= der him. Entreat him of mercy to make the better 
that thy huſband alſo may be better. Follow the pro- 
verb, and ! Let every one of you mend one,” Im 
2  - Himſelf, and contention will ceaſe. Pray for eac 
ones ſelf firſt, then for each other. Where ye 
| Have offended, labour to ſee it, confeſs, bewail, and 
| call for power to reform, and be not ſkilful to caſt 
3 the fault upon another, but to caſt it upon thy- 
* ſelf. So ſhall your loves be ſure, your hearts com- 
fortable, your example commendable, your houſes. 


pPeeaceable, yourſelves Joyful, your lives chearful, 
your . 4 . 


; your deaths bleſſed, and your memories. happy for 
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